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FEDERAL AND STATE ROAD PRIORITY PROJECTS – CAIRNS REGIONAL 
COUNCIL 
 
H Visser | 81/1/13-01 | #6516274 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that Council endorses the updated Federal and State road short 
to medium term priority projects for the Cairns Local Government Area 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Cairns has a number of State and Federal roads that provide the main access routes into 
and across the Council area. There are a number of major and minor upgrades to these 
roads that are required now and in future years to ensure safe and smooth traffic flow for 
Cairns residents and visitors. While the planning and funding of these upgrades is not 
controlled by Council, it is important that the State and Federal Governments are aware 
of Council’s priority road projects.  
 
To assist this, a list of short to medium term priority road projects was developed in 2018 
based on Council’s current knowledge of the road network and planned projects. The 
identified projects represent the highest priority road infrastructure upgrades from a 
Council perspective and will result in improved benefit to road users and the local 
community. This list has been updated based on current progress with projects 
(Attachment 1). 
 
The projects cover a range of road, bridge and intersection upgrades on the major 
transport corridors in Cairns including the Bruce Highway, Captain Cook Highway, Cairns 
Western Arterial Road, and Spence Street. Council has not attempted to provide cost 
estimates for these projects as we are not privy to the detailed information required to do 
so. 
 
It is recommended that Council endorses these Federal and State road priority projects 
for the Cairns Local Government Area. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

For many years the Cairns’ arterial road network has been underfunded in terms of 
capacity upgrades, and in areas such as the Northern Beaches, development has 
outpaced the State Government’s delivery of road projects required to service growth. 
Duplication of the Bill Fulton Bridge is another project that was long overdue based on 
the average daily traffic volume transiting that section of the Cairns Western Arterial 
Road. 
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Council developed a list of priority road projects on Federal and State funded roads in the 
Cairns Region during 2018. These priorities were forwarded to TMR’s District Director for 
consideration of road planning and construction programs at that time.  
 
These road, bridge and intersection upgrades detailed in this report are required as soon 
as possible to ensure acceptable levels of service for Cairns motorist and residents and 
visitors to the region.  
 
COMMENT: 

It is acknowledged that the Smithfield Bypass, Ray Jones Drive, Cairns Western Arterial 
from Redlynch Intake Road to the Barron River, and the Bruce Highway upgrades from 
Edmonton to Gordonvale have commenced and will provide improved traffic flow once 
completed. 
 
The identified proposed Federal and State road priority projects are detailed in the 
attachment and can be summarised as follows: 
 
Bruce Highway 
 

• McCoombe Street Extension - Providing the McCoombe Street connection will 
enhance access to the industrial area and improve pedestrian safety. This will also 
provide a more direct connection to CWAR. 
 

Captain Cook Highway  
 

• Grove Street to Airport Avenue upgrade - Increase of traffic lanes both inbound 
and outbound from 2 to 3. The provision of an additional inbound and outbound 
lane by widening this section of the Highway will improve the carrying capacity of 
the road and reduce congestion and travel time significantly. 

 
• Mother of Good Counsel School improvements - Remove the 40km/hr school zone 

and replace with 60 km/hr zone. The site does not warrant a school zone based 
on TMR guidelines. Council has written to the Department of Main Roads 
requesting this change on several occasions. 
 

• Airport Avenue intersection upgrade – The short-term solution is the creation of a 
second right turn lane on the Captain Cook Highway and the provision of additional 
right turn lanes out of Airport Avenue.  The long-term solution is an overpass 
interchange allowing vehicle access to and from Airport Avenue without 
interruption of Captain Cook Highway traffic flow or another network wide solution. 

 
• Whitfield Street intersection improvements - Remove and reduce access from 

Aeroglen via Whitfield Street. Alternate access is provided at a signalised 
intersection at Arnold Street approximately 1.4km north of Whitfield Street or via 
Aeroglen Drive approximately 1km to the south. 
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• Airport Avenue to Barron River Bridge - Increase of traffic lanes both inbound and 
outbound from 2 to 3. The provision of an additional inward and outward bound 
lane by widening this section of the Highway will improve the carrying capacity of 
the road and reduce congestion and travel time significantly. 

 
• Barron River Bridge to the Caravonica roundabout - Increase of traffic lanes both 

inbound and outbound from 2 to 3 and replace the 2 roundabouts with a single 
access to Holloways Beach and Machans Beach. The provision of an additional 
inward and outward bound lane by widening this section of the Highway will 
improve the carrying capacity of the road and reduce congestion and travel time 
significantly. Removal of a roundabout will also assist in reducing congestion. 

 
Cairns Western Arterial Road and Anderson Street 
 

• Pease Street / Reservoir Road intersection upgrade - To reduce the traffic conflict 
points on this major arterial intersection the ultimate solution for this intersection is 
an overpass arrangement. In the interim period additional traffic lanes are required 
to reduce congestion during peak times. 

 
• Pease Street / Anderson Street intersection upgrade - Install traffic signals to better 

manage traffic flow and provide additional traffic lanes. These actions will reduce 
congestion during peak travel times at this intersection. 

 
• Loridan Drive intersection upgrade - Construct a slip lane from Loridan Drive 

turning left on CWAR towards the City. This will improve traffic flow out of 
Brinsmead and reduce congestion during peak travel times. 

 
• Barron River Bridge and road duplication - Increase of traffic lanes north of 

Redlynch Connector Road from 1 to 2 in each direction and the duplication of the 
Barron River Bridge and Kamerunga Road overpass.  

 
Spence Street 
 

• Sustainable public Transport corridor - Plan and construct a public transport 
solution linking southern suburbs and Cannon Park to the CBD. 

  
Further details including existing conditions, traffic volumes, and capacity issues, refer to 
the attached document Federal and State Road Priority Projects Briefing Paper 
(#5963050). 
 
  



38 

`Agenda Works Committee – (Infrastructure, Water, Waste & Wastewater) 11 November 2020 - 
#6511580 

OPTIONS: 

Option 1: (Recommended) 
 
It is recommended that Council endorse the Federal and State road priority projects for 
the Cairns Local Government Area 
 
Or 
 
Option 2: 
 
That Council does not endorse these projects and requests officers provide further 
information on the projects and issues identified.    

CONSIDERATIONS: 

Corporate Plan: 

The Federal and State road projects tabled in this report align with the Strategic Goal of 
Liveability, and the Strategic objective of Improving Transport. 

CONSULTATION: 

These road projects have been discussed with various stakeholders and presented as 
Council priorities.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 – Federal and State Road Priority Projects Briefing Paper – DM5 #5623515.  
 
 
 

 
Helius Visser 
Manager Infrastructure Palnning 
 

 
Bruce Gardiner 
General Manager Infrastructure Services 
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Attachment 1 Federal and State Road Priority Projects Briefing Paper 
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