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For Further Information Contact Council’s Environmental 
Protection Unit on (p) 4044 3044 or (w) www.cairns.qld.gov.au 

 

 
 

 

Keeping your 

Building Site Clean 

If you are involved with the building industry you are required to create the right circumstances 

necessary to reduce any environmental impact as a result of building. All building work must be 

carried out in a way to stop the entry of any pollution into the stormwater system.

Excavating your site 
Limit disturbance when cutting, filling and 
excavating a building platform. Preserving as 
much grassed area as possible will assist in 
erosion and sediment control. 

 
Dust emissions 
Dust at a site must be controlled so as to limit 
nuisance to neighbouring residents. 
 

Entry/exit point 
Restrict vehicle access to one entry/exit point. 
Adding gravel to the access point will allow all-
weather access, reduce the amount of soil 
carried off site and will provide a permanent 
base  for a driveway. 
 

Delivering to building sites 
Vehicles should enter and leave the site on the 

designated entry/exit point.  

The access point should be gravelled to allow 

all weather access and reduce the amount of 

soil carried off site by vehicles. Limit 

disturbance at a site when delivering materials. 

Concrete works 
All residues and wastes generated by concrete 
works must be prevented from entering the 
stormwater system. 
 
Onsite concrete mixing, either by hand or 
mechanical means must be carried out in an 
area that is capable of containing all excess 
water, residues and waste.  

 

Block works 
Mortar must not be mixed in gutters or at any 

other location which may drain into the 

stormwater system. Surplus wastewater from 

cutting should be recycled or discharged into a 

contained area for drying by soakage.  

Painting 
Paint waste and wastewater must not be 

discharged to the stormwater system. 

Water-based paint cleaning should be diverted 

into an on-site, contained area. When it is dry 

it can be removed or covered over. Oil-based 

clean up material should be filtered for reuse 

of the solvent where applicable. 

Unused paint should be kept in the tin and 

disposed of to a waste transfer station licensed 

to receive this waste.   

Plastering 
Plastering waste and wash waters must not be 

released to the stormwater system. 

All residues and wastes from plastering 

activities should be allowed to dry within a 

designated contained area on site. Solid waste 

should be disposed of either to an onsite bin or 

taken to a waste transfer station licensed to 

receive this waste.   

Solid waste from plastering such as calcium 

sulphate can be used as a clay modifier in 

gardens. 


