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RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

Endorses the attached submission to the Queensland Parliament’s Justice, 
Integrity and Community Safety Committee regarding the introduction of new and 
expanded police powers within prescribed Designated Business and Community 
Precincts (DBCPs). 

INTERESTED PARTIES: 

N/A 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

On the 3 March 2026, the Queensland Government introduced the Expanding Adult 
Crime, Adult Time and Taking a Strong Stance on Drugs and Anti-Social Behaviour 
Amendment Bill 2026 (Bill). The Bill was referred to the Justice, Integrity and Community 
Safety Committee for detailed consideration. The Committee has invited interested 
parties to provide submissions in response to the Bill. 

Council Officers have prepared and lodged a submission, specifically in response to the 
third component of the Bill (only), being the ‘Introduction of new and expanded police 
powers within prescribed Designated Business and Community Precincts (DBCPs).’ The 
submission draws attention to the ongoing challenges experienced within the Cairns 
central business district (CBD) and the strong evidence base demonstrating the need for 
a targeted, place-based tool to support public safety, business confidence and community 
amenity.  

BACKGROUND: 

On the 3 March 2026 the Hon Laura Gerber MP, Minister for Youth Justice and Victim 
Support and Minister for Corrective Services, introduced the Expanding Adult Crime, 
Adult Time and Taking a Strong Stance on Drugs and Anti-Social Behaviour Amendment 
Bill 2026 (Bill) into the Queensland Parliament. The Bill was referred to the Justice, 
Integrity and Community Safety Committee for detailed consideration.  

The objective of the Bill is to make Queensland safer and strengthen the capability of the 
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criminal justice system to hold perpetrators to account. The Bill will: 
 

• amend the Youth Justice Act 1992 to prescribe new Adult Crime, Adult Time 
offences; 

• repeal the current Police Drug Diversion Program (PDDP) and introduce a new 
Illicit Drug Enforcement and Diversion Framework (IDEDF); and 

• introduce new and expanded police powers within prescribed Designated 
Business and Community Precincts (DBCPs). 

 
The Committee invited submissions from interested parties in response to any aspect of 
the Bill, with a close date for submissions on the 18 March 2026. A draft copy of the 
submission was circulated to Councillors for comment prior to this date. 
 
COMMENT: 

As the public space manager, the role of Local Government encompasses community-
based crime prevention, including providing monitoring and intelligence, city-wide safety 
planning and working with stakeholders to respond to instances of anti-social behaviour 
in public spaces. In preparing the submission for the Commission, Council Officers 
reviewed data from Council’s City Safe program in relation to anti-social behaviour in the 
Cairns CBD across a 2-year period, during which 33,300 incidents involving anti-social or 
disruptive behaviour were recorded. 
 
The submission highlights how anti-social behaviour in the Cairns CBD undermines public 
safety, disrupts business operations and diminishes community confidence. It expresses 
support for the establishment of a Designated Business and Community Precinct (DBCP) 
in the Cairns CBD and the provisions within the Bill which will provide a targeted, 
preventive and proportionate mechanism to address these challenges in locations where 
the consequences of disorder are most acute. The submission also urges the State 
Government to consider and address contributing factors and causes of anti-social 
behaviour in the Cairns CBD.  
 
OPTIONS: 

Option 1 (recommended): 
 
That Council endorses the attached submission to the Queensland Parliament’s Justice, 
Integrity and Community Safety Committee regarding the introduction of new and 
expanded police powers within prescribed Designated Business and Community 
Precincts (DBCPs). 
 
Option 2: 
 
That Council does not endorse the attached submission to Inquiry and requests that it be 
withdrawn. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 

Corporate and Operational Plans: 

Councils’ submission to the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety Committee supports 
the following pillars of Council’s Corporate Plan 2025-2030: 



 

Focus 1: Robust economy - Supporting a diversified and growing economy 
• Promote and protect the growth of diverse industries and small business 
• Promote Cairns as a place to work, live and play 
• Optimise visitation and tourism opportunities 

Focus 3: Design for liveability - A place-based approach that celebrates our community 
• Proactive advocacy and collaboration with state and federal governments 
• Promote a vibrant community that supports wellbeing, safety and resilience 

Focus 4: Community & culture - Fostering a vibrant, healthy and inclusive community 
• Provide spaces and programs for the benefit of the community 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 - CRC Submission to the Justice, Integrity and Community Safety 
Committee re: Expanding Adult Crime, Adult Time and Taking a Strong Stance on Drugs 
and Anti-Social Behaviour Amendment Bill 2026 (DM 7840567) 
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