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RENAME OF COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY GRANT TO 
SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE ACTION GRANT 

Will McDonald | 61/7/2-01 | #7169073 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council approves: 

1. Renaming the Community Sustainability grant to Sustainability and
Climate Action grant within the Community Grants General Policy;

2. Updating the Community Sustainability grant objectives and assessment
criteria within the Community Grants General Policy to align with the
Climate Change Strategy 2030; and

3. Updating the Community Grants General Policy and Schedules with minor
administrative changes to reflect changed position titles.

INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Not-for-profit organisations within the Cairns Regional Council Local Government 
Area.  

Note: The identification of interested parties is provided on a best endeavours basis by Council officers and may not be exhaustive. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Council’s Community Sustainability grant has run since 2011, annually providing 
$25,000 for community organisations to implement sustainability projects. It is 
routinely oversubscribed, funding on average 47% of the requested amount each year, 
with 2022/23 oversubscribed threefold at more than $75,000. 

Following adoption of the Climate Change Strategy 2030 (CCS2030) in March 2022, 
it is proposed to align the grant objectives and assessment criteria to the CCS2030 to 
better support its aims. To promote this, it is proposed to rename the grant stream as 
the Cairns Regional Council Sustainability and Climate Action grant and grant 
assessment criteria. 

This rebrand and realignment of assessment criteria will increase community access 
to financial support for climate action whilst contributing to Council’s community related 
commitments outlined in the CCS2030. 
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BACKGROUND: 

Council’s Community Sustainability grant has run since 2011, providing non-profit 
organisations with financial assistance of up to $5,000 (from a $25,000 grant pool) for 
projects that meet one or more of the following grant objectives:   
 
• Save energy  
• Save water 
• Reduce waste  
• Encourage active travel  
• Support sustainable food production  
• Support local biodiversity improvements  
• Educate and connect the community around local sustainability practices.  
 
The Community Sustainability grant has supported a broad range of projects 
(Attachment 3). With highlights including: 
 
• the Straw No More campaign, and Last Straw on the Great Barrier Reef 
• multiple rooftop solar PV installations 
• LED lighting upgrades 
• revegetation  
• food rescue 
• community gardens 
• water saving upgrades. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended to rename the grant to Sustainability and Climate Action, providing 
non-profit organisations with financial assistance of up to $5,000 per project (from a 
$25,000 total grant pool) for projects that meet one or more of the following grant 
objectives: 
 
• Emissions reduction: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the Cairns 

region through education, energy efficiency, renewable energy generation or 
sustainable transport.  

• Natural environment: Strengthening species and/or ecosystem resilience to 
human induced environmental pressures through education and/or on-ground 
action. 

• Community resilience and capacity: Strengthening community resilience in 
relation to food, water, energy, waste or disaster preparedness.   
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These proposed changes align with the following Commitments made in the 
CCS2030:  
 
• Prepare Council and the community to adapt and prosper in a changing climate 

and; 
• Support community progress towards Queensland’s emissions reduction target 

of 30% below 2005 levels by 2030 and net zero emissions by 2050 
 
The changes also align with the following specific Actions outlined in the CCS2030: 
 
• Support community emissions reduction initiatives through grants and events; 
• Collaborate with climate action stakeholders to deliver targeted community 

emissions reduction education, resources and initiatives and; 
• Deliver education and engagement to identify and address climate risk and build 

resilience (e.g., citizen science). 
 
COMMENT: 

Renaming the Community Sustainability grant as the Sustainability and Climate Action 
grant will enable the local community to access financial support to directly contribute 
to climate change mitigation and adaptation in our region.  
 
Creating three overarching grant objectives that encompass previous grant 
objectives will simplify the application process and provide clear targets for projects 
to achieve. This is supported by a streamlined application form, and emphasis on 
demonstrating community impact. 
 
OPTIONS: 

Option 1 (Recommended): 
 
That Council approves: 
 
1. Renaming the Community Sustainability grant to Sustainability and Climate 

Action grant within the Community Grants General Policy; 
 
2. Updating the grant objectives and assessment criteria within the Community 

Grants General Policy to align with the Climate Change Strategy 2030; and 
 
3.  Updating the Community Grants General Policy and Schedules with minor 

administrative changes to reflect changed position titles.  
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Option 2:  
 
That Council does not approve the proposed changes to the Community Grants 
General Policy.  
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 

Risk Management: 

Updating the grant to align with the Climate Change Strategy demonstrates Council’s 
commitment to the Climate Change Strategy and mitigates reputational risks regarding 
public perception of Council’s level of action on climate change. 
 
Council Finance and the Local Economy: 

The recommended option does not require any additional budget allocation from 
Council. The community-delivery of projects through the grant maximises Councils’ 
investment, attracting additional in-kind support from the community and local 
businesses. It stimulates business opportunities for local suppliers of sustainability 
products and services who are engaged by grant recipients. 
 
Community and Cultural Heritage: 

The recommended option improves access to financial support for community-led 
climate action projects. 
 
Natural Environment: 

The preferred option improves access to financial support for community projects that 
conserve and restore the natural environment of the Cairns region. 
 
Corporate and Operational Plans: 

• Cairns Climate Change Strategy 2030  
• Corporate Plan 2021-2026 – Focus 2: Natural Assets ‘Encourage community and 

business to adopt sustainable practices 
 
Statutory: 

Nil  
 
Policy: 

Nil  
 
CONSULTATION: 

Council’s extensive community consultation as part of the Climate Change Strategy 
2030 identified the need for financial support of community-led climate action projects. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1: Community Grants General Policy updates (track changes) 
(DM#7160653) 
 
 
 

 
Ed Johnson 
Director Planning, Growth and Sustainability 
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Attachment 1: Community Grants General Policy (track changes) (DM#7160653) 
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