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ORDINARY MEETING

29 JANUARY 2025

SUBMISSION TO THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT’S 100 DAY REVIEW
OF BRISBANE 2032 OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES
INFRASTRUCTURE

EDA | 58/6/3-01 | #7584689

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council:

1. Endorses the attached submission to the Queensland Government’s 100 Day
Review of Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Infrastructure; and

2. Delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer in accordance with the
Local Government Act 2009 to deal with any matters arising from it.

INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Queensland Government 

Note: The identification of interested parties is provided on a best endeavours basis by Council Officers and may not be exhaustive.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Queensland will host the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games (the Games) 
over four weeks (29 days) with the Olympic Games to be hosted from 23 July to 8 August 
2032 and the Paralympic Games to be hosted from 24 August to 5 September 2032. 

The Games will provide the opportunity to create a legacy for future generations through 
upgraded and new sporting venues and the chance to showcase and celebrate, not only 
Brisbane, but other host regions throughout Queensland. Cairns will host Olympic 
Football at an upgraded Barlow Park.   

The new LNP State Government has commenced a 100 Day Review of the Brisbane 
2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Infrastructure (the Review) to assess the network 
of critical infrastructure projects required to support the Games. 

There are a range of potential benefits and opportunities Games infrastructure investment 
can deliver for Cairns in the lead up to, during, and following the Games.  A Council 
submission to the Review has been prepared and lodged (Attachment 1).  The 
submission makes a number of recommendations to ensure the potential benefits and 
opportunities for Cairns and FNQ are maximised. 
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These recommendations include, but are not limited to, the expediated delivery of the 
previously announced Olympic upgrades to Barlow Park, the establishment of high-
performance facilities at West Barlow Park (directly adjacent to Barlow Park), and for 
Cairns to be prioritised as a host city for pre and post Games training camps and 
Paralympic Sport. 
 
The submission is recommended to Council for retrospective endorsement. 

BACKGROUND:

The LNP State Government has commenced a 100 Day Review of the Brisbane 2032 
Olympic and Paralympic Games Infrastructure (the Review) to assess the network of 
critical infrastructure projects required to support the Games. 
 
According to the Review’s Terms of Reference, the Review will focus on ensuring that 
Queensland is delivering the right projects in the right places with the right governance. 
It will prioritise key infrastructure, assess connectivity, and ensure integration across 
venues, transport projects and athlete’s villages. This review will consider deliverability, 
legacy impact, value for money, and alignment with long-term growth strategies, aiming 
to generate lasting economic, social and environmental benefits across the State whilst 
enabling the successful delivery of the Games.  Ensuring Games related infrastructure 
investments deliver benefits for rural and regional Queensland is a particular area of focus 
for the Review. 
 
Individuals and organisations were invited to provide submissions from 10 December 
2024 to 10 January 2025.  The Games can deliver a range of potential benefits and 
opportunities for the Cairns and FNQ region and accordingly, it was considered 
appropriate that Council make a submission to highlight these benefits/opportunities and 
how they can be realised/maximised.   
 
Due to the submission deadline and timing of Council meetings over the Christmas 
period, officers were unable to seek formal endorsement of Council’s submission prior to 
lodgement. Council’s submission is set out at Attachment 1 and this report seeks 
Council’s endorsement retrospectively. 
 
COMMENT: 

In April 2021, Council resolved to enter a Delivery Partner Guarantee Deed (the Deed) 
with the State of Queensland to support Brisbane’s candidature to host the 2032 Games. 
Pursuant to the Deed, Council is required to make Barlow Park and Endeavour Park 
available for Olympic Football. 
 
The 2032 Olympic Games were awarded to Brisbane in 2021 and Council has continued 
to work collaboratively with State representatives regarding Cairns’ involvement including 
the legacy upgrades for Barlow Park. In August 2024, the Australian and Queensland 
Governments confirmed $91 million in funding to upgrade Barlow Park. 
 
While Council’s involvement in the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games will 
largely be focused on being a successful host city for Olympic Football during the Games, 
Council’s submission to the Review makes recommendations for  wider legacy 
opportunities for the region.   
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The recommendations contained in Council’s submission are set out below with a full 
copy of the submission included at Attachment 1 to this report:  
 
Recommendation 1: Council unanimously supports the previously announced Olympic 
upgrades to Barlow Park on the basis of the significant legacy benefits these upgrades 
will deliver for the Cairns and FNQ community (as outlined in the Project Validation 
Report). Council requests that these upgrades be expedited as a matter of urgency, 
further strengthening Council’s vision for Cairns to become a preeminent destination for 
women’s sport.  
 
Recommendation 2: That the Queensland Government/Games Independent 
Infrastructure and Coordination Authority support the establishment of high-performance 
facilities at West Barlow Park (directly adjacent to Barlow Park) as further demonstration 
of a commitment to ensuring Olympic and Paralympic infrastructure investments deliver 
legacy benefits for rural and regional Queensland. The co-location of Queensland 
Academy of Sport (QAS) programs and activities within these high-performance facilities 
should also be given serious consideration by the Queensland Government.  
 
Recommendation 3: That the Queensland Government/Games Independent 
Infrastructure and Coordination Authority commence engagement with Cairns Regional 
Council and other stakeholders as soon as possible regarding potential venue upgrades 
required at Endeavour Park to enable the venue’s utilisation as an Olympic training facility 
and to support the delivery of long-term legacy benefits for the Cairns and FNQ 
community.  
 
Recommendation 4: Should cricket be confirmed as an Olympic sport for the 2032 
Games, Cazalys Stadium in Cairns should be utilised as a host venue given the facility’s 
proven track record hosting international cricket and other major events. Hosting cricket 
at Cazalys Stadium in Cairns would maximise the utilisation of this existing venue and be 
a further demonstration of the 2032 Games delivering legacy benefits in rural and regional 
Queensland.  
 
Recommendation 5: That Cairns be prioritised as a host city for pre and post Games 
training camps and Paralympic Sport as part of the 2032 Games.  
 
Recommendation 6: Where venue upgrades to existing facilities located in Southeast 
Queensland result in displaced content, such content should be hosted in centres such 
as Cairns as a further demonstration of infrastructure investments delivering benefits for 
rural and regional Queensland. 
 
OPTIONS: 

Option 1 (Recommended): 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Endorses the attached submission to the Queensland Government’s 100 Day 

Review of Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Infrastructure; and 
 
2. Delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer in accordance with the Local

Government Act 2009 to deal with any matters arising from it. 
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Option 2: 
 
That Council does not retrospectively endorse the attached submission and requests 
that it be withdrawn. 

CONSIDERATIONS:

Risk management: 

For Cairns, the primary risk associated with the Games is that the potential benefits and 
opportunities from the Games are not realised for the benefit of the Cairns and FNQ 
community.  The submission seeks to address this risk by making a series of 
recommendations to the Review with the submission also providing a reference for direct 
engagement with the Queensland Government. 

Council Finance and the Local Economy: 

The Games are expected to deliver a range of economic and social benefits for Cairns 
and FNQ.  These benefits would be further expanded if the recommendations in 
Council’s submission are enacted. 
 
The Australian and Queensland Governments have previously confirmed $91 million in 
funding to upgrade Barlow Park. The upgrades to Barlow Park also represent a 
substantial construction project and will deliver significant economic benefits and jobs 
during the project’s construction phase. 
 
Council may be expected to incur costs associated with the provision of venues and other 
services during the Games. These costs are yet to be quantified and are subject to future 
consideration and negotiation. The Organising Committee for the Olympic Games also 
has an operational budget (OCOG Budget) to deliver the Games. 
 
Corporate and Operational Plans: 

This report supports Council’s vision of Shaping the Future, which states that Council will 
strive to shape the future of Cairns by striving for better social, economic, environmental 
and culture outcomes for the community.  
 
The recommendations outlined in Council’s submission contribute to the following focus 
areas of Council’s Corporate Plan 2021 – 2026: 
 
 Robust Economy 
 Design for Liveability 
 Community and Culture  
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ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1: Formal submission to the State Government’s 100 Day Review of the 
Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games Infrastructure.  
 

 
 
Nick Masasso 
Director – Economic Development & Advocacy 
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Attachment 1: Formal submission State Government’s 100 Day Review of the
Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games infrastructure and planning.
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