
GO CLUBS 

INFRASTRUCTURE ASSISTANCE GRANT
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WHAT IS IT?

 The intent of the Go Clubs Infrastructure Assistance grant is to assist local not for profit sport, 

recreation, arts, culture and community organisations with the development of improved 

facilities.

 This grant is a competitive grant stream and is open for applications from 3 July 2023 – 31 

August 2023.

 The Go Clubs Infrastructure Assistance grant provides assistance through cash funding for 

approved applicants. The maximum amount per application is $25,000 (GST ex).

 The budget is capped and the grant is highly competitive (2022/23 we received 44 eligible 

applicants – budget allowed us to support 16).
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IS MY CLUB ELIGIBLE?

 Be registered with Council’s Go Clubs Program. 

 If not, register at Go Clubs website - www.cairns.qld.gov.au/goclubs

 New website – all clubs need to re-register (for further information please refer to slide 12)

 Be a registered Not-for-Profit organisation.

 Occupy a facility that is owned in freehold by the organisation or subject to a long-term, non-

commercial lease arrangement.

 This includes clubs not leasing directly from Council.

http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/goclubs
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IS MY PROJECT ELIGIBLE

 Your club may apply for only one project 

 multiple projects in a single 

application is not allowed

 Creative grant writing may allow 

multiple projects under one banner 

(solar and AC as energy efficiency 

for example)

 Contact the Club Development 

Officer to discuss proposed project.
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IS MY PROJECT ELIGIBLE

 Project must meet 1 or more of the grant objectives. 

 The grants aims to support renewed or upgraded Community Infrastructure that:

 Ensures club assets remain relevant and continue to meet relevant standards

 Enhances accessibility of community facilities to increase use and promote inclusion

 Improves Club capacity and viability

 Contributes to greater community safety 
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DO I NEED COUNCIL APPROVAL?

Improvement works form

 A lessee of Council’s is required to request approval before making “improvements, additions or 

alterations within a leased, permitted or licensed area Or area subject to management or user 

agreements”.

 If in doubt – contact the Club Development Officer.

 In order to seek approval – submit an Improvement Works form – form can be found 

www.cairns.qld.gov.au and search ‘Improvement Works form’.

 This allows the Council to undertake a preliminary assessment of the project (ensuring no issues with 

masterplans, future plans, etc).

 Within 4 weeks, Council will assess and assuming no concerns return a letter of “in principle” 

support.

 This does not constitute a Development Application (DA) – conditions of the letters of support may 

indicate that support is given conditional of the club seeking DA with Council’s planners.

 Letter can be attached to all future grant applications as evidence of Landowners consent.

http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/


7

WHAT ARE THE TIMEFRAMES?

Key Dates

3 July 2023 Infrastructure Assistance Grant opens

31 July 2023 Expressions of Interest close*

4 August 2023 Improvement Works Applications (if applicable) due

25 August 2023 Council feedback closes**

31 August 2023 Applications close

December 2023 Successful applications announced

December 2024 Projects / acquittals completed

* Preference will be given to clubs who contact Club Development Officer to discuss project. This is an 

informal process and can be done via email or phone call.

** Council will provide feedback to ensure all sections of the application have been completed. Please note, 

feedback on answers to criteria will not be provided. 
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WHAT IS THE SELECTION CRITERIA?

 Complete the application form placing emphasis on the assessment questions:

 How does your project align with the objectives (60%) (refer to slide 5)

 Detail the broad community benefit of the project (20%) 

 Detail how your project is a priority for your organisation (10%)

 Detail how your organisation will manage the project (10%) 

• Focus more on solutions than problems when writing your grant application. A real person is 

going to read your proposal, so you want to instil positive emotions.

• In order to build stronger, sustainable and long-term relationships between Council and 

community groups, Council will favour applicants that financially contribute to the project.
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HOW DO I APPLY?

 Visit the Go Clubs Infrastructure Assistance Grant page on Council’s website -

www.cairns.qld.gov.au/online/apply/grants/go-clubs-infrastructure-grant

 Complete the application form placing emphasis on the assessment questions.

 Attach supporting docs including:

 Quotes

 Less than $5,000 = 1 quote

 $5,000 - $14,999 = 2 quotes

 $15,000 and above = 3 quotes

 Financial statements - for applications over $5k – previous 2 years financial statements or latest treasurers report covering 24 months 

+ current bank statement.

 Site Plan / aerial image

 Proof of not-for-profit status (Certificate of Incorporation)

 Public Liability Insurance (up to $20 million with CRC noted as an interested party)

 Current AGM minutes

 Letter of written consent from the Landowner (if CRC – ‘in principle support letter)

 Letters of support from the community (optional but encouraged)

http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/online/apply/grants/go-clubs-infrastructure-grant
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PROCESS

 Grant application period closes (31 August 2023)

 Council Officers undertake an assessment of all eligible applications (September 2023)

 Council Officers prepare report for the Councillors and executive recommending successful applicants 

(October / November 2023)

 Council finalises the assessment/reporting phase and advises all applicants on the decisions 

(December 2023)

 Successful applicants enter into Funding agreement with Council and receive funding (December 

2023)

 Successful applicants undertake the project and acquit the grant (as per the funding agreement) 

(2023/24 financial year)
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TOP TIPS

To maximise your chances of success, ensure:

 Your club & project are eligible.

 You have Council approval.

 Engage with Club Development Officer.

 Address the selection criteria – focus on criteria #1

 Focus on solutions not problems.

 Triple check all supporting documents.

 Submit application early.
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NEW GO CLUBS WEBSITE

As part of the launch, we require ALL clubs to re-register at https://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/goclubs/register -

this is very important to ensure club details are up-to-date on the new Club Directory and to ensure your club 

continues to access Council resources such as grants.

https://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/goclubs

https://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/goclubs
https://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/goclubs/register
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OTHER GRANTS - GO ESSENTIALS

 Non-financial grant involving the 

provision of Council services up 

to $5,000

 Supports Go Club members with 

maintenance (for assets and fields) 

and minor upgrades (for safety and 

compliance).

 May include a combination of 

labour, materials and plant that are 

within Council’s core business up to 

the granted amount. 

 Non-competitive.

 Clubs can apply once in a financial 

year.

 www.cairns.qld.gov.au/online/apply/grants/go-clubs-essentials

http://www.cairns.qld.gov.au/online/apply/grants/go-clubs-essentials
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CONTACT DETAILS

Council has a dedicated Club Development Officer to coordinate the Go Clubs Program. The Officer 
can provide professional advice, support and assistance to clubs in relation to Council planning, 
processes and programs.
They can also provide capacity-building support including assistance with grant-seeking, sponsorship, 
fundraising, strategic planning and partnerships.

Email: goclubs@cairns.qld.gov.au
Phone: 4044 3283
Join our Facebook Group - Go Clubs Cairns Members

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F926764058246420&data=05%7C01%7CTony.Hewitt.1%40cairns.qld.gov.au%7Cd3b5d93160d94b14e0e508db03fd5875%7Cbed5512b9b9f499caea570d611e0778c%7C0%7C0%7C638108158862235829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KrO7ixDL%2Bl%2FpsWMqp31DdIfVrU9K0WrLaAbn0LWBqWc%3D&reserved=0
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