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GENERAL POLICY DEFERRED PAYMENT OF LEVIED CHARGES - 
RENEWAL 

Hamish McIntosh | 57/8/15 | #7195465 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That Council renews the General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied
Charges for a further four (4) years.

INTERESTED PARTIES: 

Not Applicable. 

Note:  The identification of interested parties is provided on a best endeavours basis by Council Officers and may not be exhaustive. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Council’s current General Policy for Deferred Payment of Levied Charges (the General 
Policy) is subject to a review period of twelve (12) months. Council officers completed a 
review of the General Policy in May 2023 confirming the General Policy is performing as 
expected.  

The General Policy details the circumstances when Council, at its discretion, may agree 
to the payment of levied charges at a later date than required by the Planning Act 2016 
(the Act). The General Policy has been largely complied with by Developer’s to date and 
continues to provide an incentive in the form of a cash-flow buffer at plan sealing stage 
for example.   

It is recommended that the General Policy be renewed for further revision in four (4) years 
time.  

BACKGROUND: 

Deferred Payment of Levied Charges 

Council levies Infrastructure Charges (Levied Charges) for new development under the 
Act. Levied Charges are usually payable prior to or on the Statutory Payment Date.  

Development Type Statutory Payment Date* 
Material Change of Use When the change happens 
Reconfiguring a Lot When the local government that levied the charge approves a plan 

for the reconfiguration that, under the Land Title Act, is required to 
be given to the local government for approval 
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Building work When the final inspection certificate for the building work, or the 
certificate of occupancy for the building, is given under the Building 
Act 

* Planning Act 2016 (Qld), s122(1)(a)-(d). 
 
The Act allows the recipient of an infrastructure charges notice to request alternative 
arrangements for the payment of Levied Charges. If agreed to, the deferred payment 
arrangements must be formalised under an IA (the Act, s123).  
 
Current General Policy 
 
At Council’s Planning and Environment Committee Meeting held on 4 May 2022 the 
following resolution was passed: 
 

That Council adopts the General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied Charges 
based on the draft provided within Attachment 1, for commencement on 30 May 
2022. 

 
The General Policy has a review date which falls on 31 May 2023. Renewal of the 
General Policy will require a formal resolution by Council.  
 
Since adoption Council has processed five (5) requests for Deferred Payment of Levied 
Charges under the General Policy. This equates to $5,425,303.13 of deferred 
infrastructure charges at present.  
 
There is one Developer presently in default with $1,225,980.00 outstanding. This 
outstanding amount is fully recoverable under the Infrastructure Agreement and Local 
Government Act. 
 
The General Policy has been largely complied with by Developer’s to date and 
continues to provide an incentive to Developers in the form of cash-flow at plan sealing 
stage.  
 
COMMENT: 

In reviewing the General Policy, Council officers have considered the following:  
 
• Developer compliance with the General Policy – Developers, excepting the project 

in default, have complied with the application and agreement process. 
• Risk of non-payment – the risk of non-payment is managed under the Infrastructure 

Agreement (IA) and the Administrative Instruction which requires Council to notify 
Developer’s prior to the revised payment date.  

• Financial implications – the General Policy does not waive or reduce charges and 
the delayed payment of levied charges has a negligible impact on Council’s budget 
and financial processes. Council officer’s will continue to monitor the accumulation 
of deferred levied charges.    

• Administrative workability and resources – the administration of the General Policy 
has been tailored to be efficient and there are no issues with resourcing 
administration of the General Policy.  
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OPTIONS: 

Option 1: (Recommended)  
 
That Council renews the General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied Charges for 
a further four (4) years. 
 
Or 
 
Option 2: 
 
That Council rescinds the General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied Charges. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 

Risk Management: 

Council’s General Policy for Deferred Payment of Levied Charges along with its 
Administrative Instructions and Infrastructure Agreement template terms effectively 
manage the risk associated with the General Policy.   
 
Council Finance and the Local Economy: 

The General Policy has been reviewed by Council’s Finance Department and PGS will 
continue to engage with Finance in order to monitor the cumulative impacts of deferrals 
on revenue streams.  
 
The General Policy facilitates the development of land within the Cairns Region which 
contributes to the local economy.  
 
Community and Cultural Heritage: 

The General Policy will assist in the delivery of the availability of housing within the local 
government area. 
 
Natural Environment: 

Not Applicable. 
 
Corporate and Operational Plans: 

The recommendation supports the Strategic Objectives of the Economy, Liveability, and 
Serving the Community Strategic Goals contained in Council’s Corporate Plan 2017 to 
2022. 
 
Statutory: 

The infrastructure planning and charging framework for Queensland is prescribed under 
the Planning Act 2016 and the associated Planning Regulation 2017.  
 
The ability for Council and the Developer to enter into an Infrastructure Agreements and 
the associated legislative requirements are provided for under the Planning Act.  
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Policy: 

No changes are recommended to the current General Policy.  
 
CONSULTATION: 

Council’s Executive Leadership Team (ELT) has been briefed on the renewal of the 
General Policy and endorsed the recommendation in this report.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

Attachment 1 General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied Charges  
 
  

 
Ed Johnson 
Director, Planning, Growth and Sustainability  
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Attachment 1 General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied Charges 
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65

Open Session Agenda – Planning and Environment Committee Meeting – 7 June 2023 – #7105632



 

66

Open Session Agenda – Planning and Environment Committee Meeting – 7 June 2023 – #7105632


	general policy deferred payment of levied charges - renewal
	Hamish McIntosh | 57/8/15 | #7195465
	RECOMMENDATION:
	1. That Council renews the General Policy for the Deferred Payment of Levied Charges for a further four (4) years.
	INTERESTED PARTIES:
	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
	BACKGROUND:
	COMMENT:
	OPTIONS:
	CONSIDERATIONS:
	CONSULTATION:
	ATTACHMENTS:






