Cattana Wetlands Environmental Park
2021 BIRD LIST

Third Edition by Jennifer Muir,
with Introduction by Geoff McClure; and further edited by Dave Anderson:
207 species including eight introduced species

Previous editions
First edition: Ron & Derna Elsden, Dawn & Arnold Magarry, John Seale (2013); 151 species.

Second edition: Dave Anderson (2019); 202 species including five introduced species.

Introduction

Cattana Wetlands is one of three birding hotspots within, or close to, the Cairns CBD - the others being
Cairns Esplanade and the Centenary Lakes/Botanic Gardens Precinct. During single visits to Cattana, up to
72 species have been observed.

The iconic birds at Cattana Wetlands include the Green Pygmy-Goose, White-browed Crake, Comb-crested
Jacana, Black-necked Stork (aka Jabiru), Black Bittern and Crimson Finch.

Notes for the list
This third edition (2021) is adapted from Dave Anderson's 2019 taxonomic collation. His key, based on
frequency of observations 'at Cattana’, is included:

C - Common; U - Uncommon; R - Rare; S - Seasonal; | - Introduced.

This 2021 list is collated by Jennifer Muir and is presented in alphabetical order, as seen in most field guide
indexes, for easy use. The order is based on group common name (e.g. Bittern), followed underneath by
species common name (e.g. Australian Little), as for Australian Little Bittern; and scientific name
(Ixobrychus dubius); as referenced from Menkhorst et al. (2017).

Jennifer's key is as follows:

1. prev: the added previous (prev.) common or scientific names based on: Simpson K & Day N (2010).
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia. Penguin Group (Australia). Previous names have been included for
clarity;

2. aka (also known as): some species are also known by alternative name(s), as at April 2021. The term
“aka” for common and/or scientific names is also based on Simpson & Day (ibid.);

3. Conserv.: Conservation;
4. Nat.: Nature;
5. ssp.: subspecies.

Jennifer has also included conservation status, whereby birds are protected under the Federal Government
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act 1999) and some under the
Queensland State Legislation Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Nat. Cons. Act 1992).

Further information is available by searching 'Cattana Wetlands, Cairns, eBird Hotspot', available online at:
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L981446; with a printable checklist available at:
https://ebird.org/printableList?regionCode=L981446&yr=all&m=.




Cattana Bird List as at 2021

Baza
1. Pacific (Aviceda subcristata) - prev. ‘Crested Hawk’, at Cattana: U.

Bee-eater
2. Rainbow (Merops ornatus). Migratory Terrestrial Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: C.

Bittern
3. Australian Little (Ixobrychus dubius), at Cattana: R.
4. Black (Ixobrychus flavicollis), at Cattana: U, S.

Black-Cockatoo
5. Red-tailed (Calyptorhynchus banksii), at Cattana: U.

Bronze-Cuckoo
6. Horsfield's (Chalcites basalis) - prev. Chrysococcyx basalis, at Cattana: U.
7. Little (Chalcites minutillus) - prev. Chrysococcyx minutilus, at Cattana: C.
8. Shining (Chalcites lucidus) - prev. Chryoscoccyx lucidus, at Cattana: R.

Brush-turkey
9. Australian (Alectura lathami), at Cattana: C

Bush-hen
10. Pale-vented (Amaurornis moluccana) - prev. Amaurornis olivacea, at Cattana: U.
Bushlark
11. Horsfield’s (Mirafra javanica) - aka ‘Singing Bushlark’, at Cattana: C.
Bustard
12. Australian (Ardeotis australis), at Cattana: R.
Butcherbird
13. Black (Cracticus quoyi), at Cattana: C.
Chicken
14. Feral domestic (Gallus domesticus). Introduced; feral, abandoned in carpark, at Cattana: I.
Cicadabird
15. Cicadabird (Coracina tenuirostris), at Cattana: C.
Cisticola
16. Golden-headed (Cisticola exilis), at Cattana: C.
Cockatoo
17. Sulphur-crested (Cacatua galerita), at Cattana: C.
Coot

18. Eurasian (Fulica atra), at Cattana: U.

Corella
19. Little (Cacatua sanguinea), at Cattana: R.
20. Long-billed (Cacatua tenuirostris), at Cattana: R.

Cormorant
21. Great (Phalacrocorax carbo) - prev. ‘Black Cormorant’/‘Large Black Cormorant’, at Cattana: U.
22. Little Black (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris), at Cattana: C.
23. Little Pied (Microcarbo melanoleucos) - prev. Phalacrocorax melanoleucos, at Cattana: C.
24. Pied (Phalacrocorax varius), at Cattana: U.

Coucal
25. Pheasant (Centropus phasianinus), at Cattana: C.

Crake
26. Red-necked (Rallina tricolor), at Cattana: U.
27. Spotless (Porzana tabuensis), at Cattana: R.
28. White-browed (Amaurornis cinerea) - prev. Porzana cinerea, at Cattana: U.
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Crow
29. Torresian (Corvus orru), at Cattana: U.

Cuckoo
30. Brush (Cacomantis variolosus) - prev. Cuculus variolosus, at Cattana: C, S.
31. Channel-billed (Scythrops novaehollandiae), at Cattana: U.
32. Fan-tailed (Cacomantis flabelliformis) - prev. Cuculus flabelliformis, at Cattana: U, S.
33. Oriental (Cuculus optatus) - prev. Cuculus saturatus, at Cattana: R, S.
34. Pallid (Cacomantis pallidus) - prev. Cuculus pallidus, at Cattana: R.

Cuckoo-Dove
35. Brown (Macropygia phasianella) - prev. Macropygia amboinensis, at Cattana: U.

Cuckoo-shrike
36. Barred (Coracina lineata) - prev. ‘Yellow-eyed Cuckoo Shrike’, at Cattana: U.
37. Black-faced (Coracina novaehollandiae), at Cattana: U.
38. White-bellied (Coracina papuensis), at Cattana: C.

Curlew
39. Eastern (Numenius madagascariensis). NEAR THREATENED, Nat. Conserv. Act 1992 (Qld);
Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.

Currawong
40. Pied (Strepera graculina), at Cattana: R.

Darter
41. Australasian (Anhinga novaehollandiae) - prev. Anhinga melanogaster, at Cattana: C.

Dollarbird
42. Dollarbird (Eurystomus orientalis), at Cattana: S.

Dotterel
43. Black-fronted (Elseyornis melanops) - prev. Charadrius melanops, at Cattana: C.
44. Red-kneed (Erythrogonys cinctus), at Cattana: U.

Dove
45. Bar-shouldered (Geopelia humeralis), at Cattana: C.
*** Emerald - see Emerald-Dove, Pacific.
46. Peaceful (Geopelia placida) - prev. Geopelia striata, at Cattana: C.
47. Rock (Columbia livia) - aka ‘Feral Pigeon’. Introduced, at Cattana: C, I.
48. Spotted (Spilopelia chinensis) - prev. ‘Turtle-Dove’ (Streptopelia chinensis). Introduced, Cattana: C, .

Drongo
49. Spangled (Dicrurus bracteatus), at Cattana: C.

Duck
50. Australian Wood Duck (Chenonetta jubata) - aka ‘Maned Duck’, at Cattana: U.
51. Hardhead (Aythya australis) - aka ‘White-eyed Duck’, at Cattana: C.
52. Pacific Black (Anas superciliosa), at Cattana: C.
53. Pink-eared (Malacorhynchus membranaceus) - aka ‘Zebra Duck’, at Cattana: U.

Eagle
54. Wedge-tailed (Aquila audax), at Cattana: R.

Egret
55. Eastern Cattle (Bubulcus coromandus) - prev. ‘Cattle Egret’ (Ardea ibis), at Cattana: C.
56. Great (Ardea alba) - aka ‘Eastern Great Egret’ (Ardea modesta). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC
Act 1999), at Cattana: C.
57. Intermediate (Ardea intermedia), at Cattana: C.
58. Little (Egretta garzetta) - prev. Ardea garzetta, at Cattana: C.

Emerald-Dove
59. Pacific (Chalcophaps longirostris) - prev. ‘Emerald Dove’ (Chalcophaps chrysochlora), at Cattana: U.
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Fairy-wren
60. Lovely (Malurus amabilis), at Cattana: C.
61. Red-backed (Malurus melanocephalus), at Cattana: C.

Falcon
62. Brown (Falco berigora), at Cattana: U.
63. Peregrine (Falco peregrinus), at Cattana: U.

Fantail

64. Grey (Rhipidura albiscapa), at Cattana: S.

65. Northern (Rhipidura rufiventris), at Cattana: U.

66. Rufous (Rhipidura rufifrons), at Cattana: S.
Figbird

67. Australasian (Specotheres vieilloti) - aka Sphecotheres vieilloti, at Cattana: C.
Fig-Parrot

68. Macleay’s (Cyclopsitta diophthalma ssp. macleayana) - prev. 'Double-eyed Fig-Parrot’. ENDEMIC,
VULNERABLE, Nat. Conserv. Act 1992 (Qld), at Cattana: C.

Finch
69. Crimson (Neochmia phaeton), at Cattana: C.
70. Plum-headed (Neochmia modesta), at Cattana: R.
71. Red-browed (Neochmia temporalis) - prev. ‘Firetail’, at Cattana: U.
*** Nutmeg or Spice (Finch) - aka ‘Scaly-breasted Munia’ - see Mannikin, Nutmeg.

Flycatcher
72. Leaden (Myiagra rubecula), at Cattana: C.
73. Satin (Myiagra cyanoleuca). Migratory Terrestrial Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: R.
74. Shining (Myiagra alecto), at Cattana: U.

Friarbird
75. Helmeted (Philemon buceroides), at Cattana: C.
76. Little (Philemon citreogularis), at Cattana: R.
77. Noisy (Philemon corniculatus), at Cattana: R.

Frogmouth
78. Papuan (Podargus papuensis), at Cattana: U.

Fruit-Dove
79. Rose-crowned (Ptilinopus regina), at Cattana: U.
80. Superb (Ptilinopus superbus), at Cattana: U.
81. Wompoo (Ptilinopus magnificus), at Cattana: U.

Gerygone
82. Fairy (Gerygone palpebrosa), at Cattana: C.
83. Large-billed (Gerygone magnirostris), at Cattana: C.

Goose
84. Magpie (Anseranas semipalmata), at Cattana: C.

Goshawk
85. Brown (Accipiter fasciatus), at Cattana: U.
86. Grey (Accipiter novaehollandiae). Nat. Conserv. Act 1992 (Qld), at Cattana: U.

Grassbird
87. Tawny (Megalurus timoriensis), at Cattana: U.

Grebe
88. Australasian (Tachybaptus novaehollandiae), at Cattana: C.
89. Great Crested (Podiceps cristatus), at Cattana: R.

Greenshank
90. Common (Tringa nebularia), at Cattana: S.
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Guineafowl
91. Helmeted (Numida meleagris). Introduced; feral, abandoned in carpark, at Cattana: .

Harrier
92. Swamp (Circus approximans), at Cattana: U.

Heron
93. Great-billed (Ardea sumatrana), at Cattana: R.
94. Pied (Egretta picata) - prev. Ardea picata, at Cattana: R.
95. Striated (Butorides striata) - prev. ‘Mangrove Heron’ (Ardeola striata), at Cattana: C.
96. White-faced (Egretta novaehollandiae) - prev. Ardea novaehollandiae, at Cattana: C.
97. White-necked (Ardea pacifica) - prev. ‘Pacific Heron’, at Cattana: C.

Hobby
98. Australian (Falco longipennis) - prev. ‘Little Falcon’, at Cattana: U.

Honeyeater
99. Bar-breasted (Ramsayornis fasciatus), at Cattana: R.
100. Blue-faced (Entomyzon cyanotis), at Cattana: U.
101. Brown (Lichmera indistincta), at Cattana: C.
102. Brown-backed (Ramsayornis modestus), at Cattana: C.
103. Dusky (Myzomela obscura), at Cattana: C.
104. Graceful (Meliphaga gracilis) - now known as ‘Cryptic Honeyeater’ (not published 2021), at Cattana:
C.
105. Macleay’s (Xanthotis macleayanus), at Cattana: U.
106. Scarlet (Myzomela sanguinolenta), at Cattana: R.
107. Varied (Gavicalis versicolor) - prev. Lichenostomus versicolor, at Cattana: U.
108. White-throated (Melithreptus albogularis), at Cattana: C.
109. Yellow (Stomiopera flava) - prev. Lichenostomus flavus, at Cattana: C.
110. Yellow-spotted (Meliphaga notata), at Cattana: C.

Ibis
111. Australian White (Threskiornis molucca) - prev. ‘Sacred |bis’ (Threskiornis aethiopica), at Cattana: C.
112. Glossy (Plegadis falcinellus), at Cattana: U.
113. Straw-necked (Threskiornis spinicollis), at Cattana: C.

Imperial-Pigeon
114. Torresian (Ducula spilorrhoa) - prev. ‘Pied Imperial-Pigeon’ (Ducula bicolor), at Cattana: C, S.

Jacana
115. Comb-crested (Irediparra gallinacea), at Cattana: C.

Kestrel
116. Nankeen (Falco cenchroides) - prev. ‘Australian Kestrel’, at Cattana: C.

Kingfisher
117. Azure (Ceyx azureus) - prev. Alcedo azureus, at Cattana: U.
118. Collared (Todiramphus chloris) - prev. ‘Torresian Kingfisher’, at Cattana: U.
119. Forest (Todiramphus macleayii), at Cattana: C.
120. Little (Ceyx pusillus) - prev. Alcedo pusillus, at Cattana: U.
121. Sacred (Todiramphus sanctus), at Cattana: C.

Kite
122. Black (Milvus migrans) - prev. ‘Fork-tailed Kite’, at Cattana: C.
123. Black-shouldered (Elanus axillaris) - prev. Elanus notatus, at Cattana: C.
124. Brahminy (Haliastur indus), at Cattana: C.
125. Square-tailed (Lophoictinia isura), at Cattana: U.
126. Whistling (Haliastur sphenurus), at Cattana: C.

Knot
127. Great (Calidris tenuirostris). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.

Koel
128. Eastern (Eudynamis orientalis) - prev. ‘Common Koel’, at Cattana: U, S.
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Kookaburra
129. Blue-winged (Dacelo leachii), at Cattana: U.
130. Laughing (Dacelo novaeguinea), at Cattana: C.

Lapwing
131. Masked (Vanellus miles), at Cattana: C.

Lorikeet
132. Rainbow (Trichoglossus moluccanus) - prev. Trichoglossus haematodus, at Cattana: C.
133. Scaly-breasted (Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus), at Cattana: C.

Magpie-lark
134. Magpie-lark (Grallina cyanoleuca) - aka ‘Australian Magpie-lark’, ‘Mudlark’, ‘Peewee’, ‘Peewit’, at
Cattana: C.

Mannikin
135. Chestnut-breasted (Lonchura castaneothorax), at Cattana: C.
136. Nutmeg (Lonchura punctulata) - aka 'Scaly-breasted Munia', ‘Spice Finch'. Introduced, at Cattana: C.

Martin
137. Fairy (Petrochelidon ariel) - prev. Hirundo ariel, at Cattana: C.
138. Tree (Petrochelidon nigricans) - prev. Hirundo nigricans, at Cattana: C.

Mistletoebird
139. Mistletoebird (Dicaeum hirundinaceum), at Cattana: C.

Monarch
140. Black-faced (Monarcha melanopsis). Migratory Terrestrial Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.
141. Spectacled (Symposiachrus trivirgatus) - prev. Monarcha trivirgatus. Migratory Terrestrial Species
(EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: U.
142. White-eared (Carterornis leucotis) - prev. Monarcha leucotis, at Cattana: U, S.

Moorhen
143. Dusky (Gallinula tenebrosa), at Cattana: R.

Myna
144. Common (Acridotheres tristis) - prev. Sturnus tristis. Introduced, at Cattana: C, I.

Needletail
145. White-throated (Hirundapus caudacutus). Migratory Terrestrial Species (EPBC Act 1999), at
Cattana: S.

Night-heron
146. Nankeen (Nycticorax caledonicus), at Cattana: C.

Nightjar
147. Large-tailed (Caprimulgus macrurus), at Cattana: R.
148. White-throated (Eurostopodus mystacalis), at Cattana: R.

Oriole
149. Olive-backed (Oriolus sagittatus), at Cattana: U.
150. Yellow (Oriolus flavocinctus) — aka Green, at Cattana: C.

Osprey
151. Eastern (Pandion cristatus) - prev. Pandion haliaetus, at Cattana: C.
Owl

152. Barking (Ninox connivens), at Cattana: R.
153. Rufous (Ninox rufa), at Cattana: R.

Pardalote
154. Striated (Pardalotus striatus), at Cattana: U.

Peacock
155. Indian Peafowl/Peacock (Pavo cristatus). Individual domestic male. Introduced; feral, probably a wild
itinerant, at Cattana: I.
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Pelican
156. Australian (Pelicanus conspicillatus) - also Pelecanus conspicillatus, at Cattana: C.

Pigeon
157. Topknot (Lopolaimus antarcticus), at Cattana: U.
**** Feral — see Dove, Rock
**** Torresian — see Imperial-Pigeon, Torresian.

Pipit
158. Australian (Anthus australis) — prev. ‘Australasian/Richard’s Pipit’ (Anthus novaeseelandiae), at
Cattana: C.
Pitta

159. Noisy (Pitta versicolor), at Cattana: R.

Plover
160. Pacific Golden (Pluvialis fulva). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.

Pygmy-Goose
161. Cotton (Nettapus coromandelianus), at Cattana: R.
162. Green (Nettapus pulchellus), at Cattana: C.

Quail
163. Brown (Coturnix ypsilophora), at Cattana: R.
164. King (Excalfactorious chinensis) - prev. Coturnix chinensis, at Cattana: R.

Rail
165. Buff-banded (Gallirallus philippensis), at Cattana: U.

Reed-Warbler
166. Australian (Acrocephalus australis), at Cattana: U, S.

Riflebird
167. Victoria's (Ptiloris victoriae). Recorded by a reputable birder, at Cattana: R.

Sandpiper
168. Common (Actitis hypoleucos). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.
169. Marsh (Tringa stagnatilis). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.
170. Sharp-tailed (Calidris acuminata). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.
171. Wood (Tringa glareola). at Cattana: S, R.

Scrubfowl
172. Orange-footed (Megapodius reinwardt). at Cattana: C.

Sea-Eagle
173. White-bellied (Haliaeetus leucogaster). Migratory Terrestrial Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana:
u.

Shelduck
174. Radjah (Tadorna radjah). NEAR THREATENED, Nat. Conserv. Act 1992 (Qld), at Cattana: U.

Shrike-thrush
175. Little Shrike-thrush (Colluricincla megarhyncha), at Cattana: U.

Silvereye

176. Silvereye (Zosterops lateralis) - prev. ‘Grey-backed Silvereye’, at Cattana: U.
Snipe

177. Latham's (Gallinago hardwickii). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.
Sparrow

178. House (Passer domesticus), Introduced, at Cattana: U, I.

Sparrowhawk
179. Collared (Accipiter cirrocephalus) - aka Accipiter cirrhocephalus, at Cattana: R.

Spoonbill
180. Royal (Platalea regia), at Cattana: C.
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Starling
181. Metallic (Aplonis metallica) - aka Aplornis metallica, at Cattana: C, S.

Stilt
182. White-headed (Himantopus leucocephalus) - formerly ‘lumped’ with ‘Black-winged Stilt’ (Himantopus
himantopus), at Cattana: C.

Stint
183. Red-necked (Calidris ruficollis). Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act 1999), at Cattana: S.

Stone-curlew
184. Bush (Burhinus grallarius) - prev. ‘Bush Thick-knee’, at Cattana: C.

Stork
185. Black-necked (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus) - prev. ‘Jabiru’. NEAR THREATENED, Nat. Conserv. Act
1992 (Qld), at Cattana: C.

Sunbird

186. Olive-backed (Cinnyris jugularis) - prev. ‘Yellow-bellied Sunbird’ (Nectarinia jugularis), at Cattana: C.
Swallow

187. Welcome (Hirundo neoxena), at Cattana: C.
Swamphen

188. Australasian (Porphyrio melanotus) - prev. ‘Purple Swamphen’ (Porphyrio porphyrio), at Cattana: U.
Swan

189. Black (Cygnus atratus), at Cattana: R.
Swift

190. Fork-tailed (Apus pacificus) - prev. 'Pacific Swift', at Cattana: S.
Swiftlet

191. Australian (Aerodramus terraereginae) - prev. "White-rumped Swiftlet' (Aerodramus spodiopygius).
NEAR THREATENED, Nat. Conserv. Act 1992 (Qld), at Cattana: C.

Tattler
192. Grey-tailed (Tringa brevipes) - prev. Heteroscelis brevipes. Migratory Wetland Species (EPBC Act
1999), at Cattana: S.

Teal
193. Chestnut (Anas castanea), at Cattana: R.
194. Grey (Anas gracilis), at Cattana: C.

Tern
195. Caspian (Hydroprogne caspia) - prev. Sterna caspia, at Cattana: U.
196. Gull-billed (Gelochelidon nilotica) - prev. Sterna nilotica, at Cattana: U.
197. Whiskered (Chlidonias hybrida), at Cattana: U.

Triller
198. Varied (Lalage leucomela), at Cattana: C.
199. White-winged (Lalage tricolor) - prev. Lalage suerii, at Cattana: R.

Turkey
200. Feral domestic (Meliagris galloparvo). Introduced; feral, abandoned in carpark, at Cattana: I.

Wagtail
201. Willie (Rhipidura leucophrys), at Cattana: C.

Whistler
202. Grey (Pachycephala simplex), at Cattana: U.
203. Rufous (Pachycephala rufiventris), at Cattana: U.

Whistling-Duck
204. Plumed (Dendrocygna eytoni), at Cattana: U.
205. Spotted (Dendrocygna guttata), at Cattana: R.
206. Wandering (Dendrocygna arcuata), at Cattana: U
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Woodswallow
207. White-breasted (Artamus leucorynchus), at Cattana: C.
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