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ORDINARY MEETING 

24 AUGUST 2011 

 

5 

 
RESPONSE TO OFFICE OF LIQUOR & GAMING REGULATION – 
APPLICATION FOR AN EXTENSION TO GAMING HOURS FOR 
GILLIGANS BACKPACKERS HOTEL AND RESORT - 57-89 GRAFTON 
STREET, CAIRNS – DIVISION 5 
 
Trish Read: 8/20/6-05: #3272899 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the applicant and the Department of Justice and Attorney-General be 
advised that Council does not object to the application for an extension of 
gaming hours for Gilligans Backpackers Hotel and Resort, located at 57 – 89 
Grafton Street, Cairns described as Lot 50 on SP181114. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Gilligans BackPackers Hotel and Resort 
 
The Queensland Office of Gaming Regulation has written to Council requesting 
comment regarding the application for an Extended Gaming Hours Permit for Gilligans 
Backpackers Hotel and Resort Pty Ltd on the premises located at 57-89 Grafton Street, 
Cairns, known as Lot 50 on SP181114.  A copy of the application is attached as 
Attachment 1. 
 
Type of Licence – Commercial Hotel Licence 
 
Current Hours of Liquor Licence 10.00 am to 03.00am – Sunday to Wednesday 

10.00 am to 05.00am – Thursday to Saturday 
 
Approved Hours of Gaming  10.00 am to 02.30am – Sunday to Wednesday 

10.00 am to 03.30am – Thursday to Saturday 
 
Proposed Hours of Gaming 10.00 am to 03.30am – Sunday to Wednesday 

10.00 am to 05.30am – Thursday to Saturday 
Background 
 
On 28 February 2007, Council received a letter from the Queensland Gaming 
Commission seeking comments on an application for an increase of gaming hours for 
Gilligans Backpacker Hotel and Resort Cairns located at 57-89 Grafton Street, Cairns. 
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Gaming Machines and Gaming Hours are regulated by the Gaming Machine Act 1991 
(The Act).  The Act has been amended to allow the Queensland Gaming Commission to 
specifically consider social and community issues when determining an application for 
an increase in gaming hours at an existing premises.  The Commission is the 
independent statutory body appointed under the Act and has the sole responsibility for 
deciding whether to grant or refuse an application for an increase in gaming hours. 
 
The Commission has determined that it is appropriate to seek the comments of the local 
authority on any application for a gaming machine licence to operate gaming machines 
on premises outside the standard hours of 10:00am to 12:30am (14.5 hours per day). 
 
General Policy – Liquor Licensing 
 
The proposed change to trading hours is consistent with Council’s General Policy – 
Liquor Licensing NO.1:04:14. 
 
General Comments 
 
The application is requesting an extension of the current gaming hours to align with the 
approved hours of the Liquor License.  The discrepancy of timings for the 30 minutes of 
gaming past the conclusion of service of alcohol, is to enable patrons to consume their 
beverages prior to departing the venue. 
 
Discussion/Comments 
 
Comments relation to the proposed Liquor Licence were sought from the Divisional 
Councillor and Council’s Safe Communities Coordinator.   
  
Divisional Councillor   
 
The Divisional Councillor was forwarded the request and no comment was received. 
 
Council’s Safe Communities Coordinator 
 
The request for comment was forwarded to the Safe Communities’ Coordinator to 
provide comments on behalf of Community & Cultural Development.  
 
"The impact of extended gaming hours would have little if any effect on alcohol/violence 
related issues in the CBD, particularly during the timeframe the application is sought." 
 
Conclusion 
 
It is considered that Council should advise the Department of Justice & Attorney 
General that is does not object to the request to extend the gaming hours. 
 
Attachments 
 
1. Request from Queensland Government Gaming Regulation for an increase in 

gaming hours for Gilligans Backpacker Hotel and Resort Cairns.  
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2. Copy of Approved Liquor Licence Details issued by Office of Liquor and  Gaming 

Regulation. 
 
 
 
 
Trish Read 
Planning Officer 
Action Officer 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Reaston 
Manager Development Assessment 
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Attachment 1 
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Appendix 2 
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