
Following the highly suc-
cessful “Earth Links” 
ceramics exhibition in 
2008 and the “Face of a 
Sister City” photographic 
exhibition in 2009, the 
Cairns Regional Council 
Sister Cities Advisory 
Committee will this year 
host the “Fibres of Life” 
exhibition.  The exhibi-
tion will be held from 19 
November to 12 Decem-
ber 2010 at The Tanks 
Art Centre and will fea-
ture 100 fibre works.   
 
Each of our Sister Cities 
– Lae (PNG), Oyama and 
Minami (Japan), Riga 
(Latvia), Scottsdale 
(USA), Sidney (Canada) 
and Zhanjiang (China) 
are invited to submit 10 
locally produced fibre 
works for the exhibition.  

Twenty fibre works will 
be selected from the 
Cairns Region for the 
exhibition and this year 
we have also invited the 
city of Catania (Sicily) to 
join in the exhibition.  
 
For the purpose of this 
exhibition “fibre” works 
will be defined as: 
 
• Felting 
• Embroidery – 

hand or machine 
• Cross-stitch 
• Tapestry 
• Lace-tatting 
• Basketry, 
• Tapa cloth 
• Quilting 
• Patchwork 
• Appliqué 
• Dyeing - shi-

bori 

• Spinning 
• Weaving - netting 
• Knitting 
• Crocheting 
• Paper  
• Wearable art 
• Mixed media 
 
For more information con-
tact Lone White 40537508 
lone@tpg.com.au  or 
Krystyn James 4044 3083 
k.james@cairns.qld.gov.au 
 
 
This wonderful “mini” quilt 
was created by Cairns artist 
Frances Minstrom and has 
been adopted as the “logo” 
for the exhibition   

“Fibres of Life”  
Exhibition 2010 

Australia Japan Society 
FNQ Student Rebound presentations 

Almost 50 people attending 
the presentations at Cairns 
Regional Council on 16 
March 2010 by two Cairns 
students  recounting their 
experiences during  their 
trips to Oyama and Minami. 

Rebecca Coxon from Trinity 
Anglican School and Benja-

min Mahler from Peace 
Lutheran College won 
scholarships from AJS to 
visit each of the Cairns 
Japanese Sister Cities, Mi-
nami and Oyama for five 
weeks during December 
2009 and January 2010.  

  

The AJS Scholarship pro-
gram is held every year and 
students are encouraged to 
be involved with AJS and 
discover more about Japa-
nese language and culture. 

For more information visit 
www.ajsfnq.org.au  

Information: 

• For more information about Cairns Re-
gional Council Sister Cities visit our 
website  

• www.cairns.qld.gov.au/content/
sisterCities 

Lae Papua New Guinea 

Minami Japan 

Oyama Japan 

Riga Latvia 

Scottsdale USA 

Sidney Canada 

Zhanjiang China 

Cairns Regional Council Sister Cities 
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Lion Dance Classes: 

When: Every Saturday 
Time: 3.00pm - 6:00pm 
Where: Edge Hill State 
School Stadium 
Contact: 
Mrs Lai Chu Chan 
Mobile: 0409 632 820 

Chinese Playgroup: 

When: Friday from 9:30-
11:30am 

Where: Smithfield Uniting 
Church near the Smithfield 
LIbrary  

Age group: 5 or under 5 

Contact: Tiffany 40381171 or 
0419748667 

Languages: Mandarin or Can-
tonese 

Cost:  Absolutely  free,  with 
guided activities and outdoor 
play area  
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AJS Film Night       CADCAI 
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50TH LATVIAN SCHOOL YOUTH SONG AND DANCE CELEBRATION 2010 

 

Song festivals have been an essential part of Latvian culture since the 19th century.  Both in Latvia 
and abroad they have served a s appoint for not only defining, maintaining and regenerating Lat-
vian culture, but also as a means of political expression and a call for unity. 

This year the 50th Anniversary of the Latvian School Youth Song and Dance Celebration will be 
held in our Sister City Riga from 9th to 12th July.   

Riga's historical centre has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the city is particu-
larly notable for its extensive Jugendstil (German Art Nouveau) architecture, which UNESCO con-
siders to be unparalleled anywhere in the world. 



About 60 invited guests, including the 
Town Council, the Board of the Com-
munity Arts Council, Sidney Sister City 
Assoc (SSCA) Members and Sidney 
photographers attended the opening 
of the “Face of a Sister City” Exhibi-
tion held in Sidney, BC, Canada on 13 
January 2010. 

Over 400 members of the public vis-
ited the exhibition over the next 
week.  The photographic prints were 
sold for $10 each, with the funds 
raised going to the Haitian relief fund. 
SSCA matched the $500 raised 
through sales and the $1000 was 
passed on to the town’s funding rais-
ing efforts.  

The exhibition featured all of the pho-
tographs from the Cairns Regional 
Council “Face of a Sister City Exhibi-
tion” held in 2009. 

The Year of the Tiger roared in might-
ily with the launch of the CNY Festival 
at the Esplanade and culminating 
with a wonderful CNY dinner at Café 
China on 27 February.  Both functions 
were attended by record crowds.  
The CNY Festival is such a success 
that it was recently awarded the 
“Best Chinese Community Event” by 
the Australian Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce.  The Award was accepted 
on 23 January in Brisbane by Mary 
Low, who has been Chairman of the 
Festival for the past seven years. 

The Lion Team has been especially 
busy making numerous appearances 
at the Cairns International Airport as 

the City welcomed over 14,000 Chi-
nese visitors on special charter flights 
from Beijing, Guangzhou and Hong 
Kong.   It was fitting therefore that 
the lion dancers finished the new 
year celebrations with the inaugural 
presentation of the Daryl Hayward 
Memorial shield and lion dance en-
couragement award to honour 
Daryl’s passion for the development 
of the junior lion team. 

CADCAI also welcomed Deputy Con-
sul General Meng Mian and Consul 
Wang who made their first visit to 
Cairns and attended the CNY Dinner.   

Now that the hustle and bustle of the 

festivities is over, CADCAI is focusing 
it’s efforts in setting in motion the 
plan to get their Cultural and Heritage 
Centre built.  This project will only be 
possible with the support of everyone 
in the community, so please make a 
tax-deductible donation to the Cul-
tural & Heritage Trust Fund or volun-
teer with other fund-raising activities. 
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“Face of a Sister City” Photographic Exhibition held in Sidney 
BC, Canada  

 

COMING EVENTS 
10 April 6.30pm 

Relay 4 Life Banquet 
At Café China, Book with Glenda on 4056 2727 
30 May 12pm 

Relay 4 Life Yumcha 
At Café China, Book with Glenda on 4056 2727 

Lesley Nichols Chair of the Sidney Sister Cities 
Assoc reads Mayor Val Schier, Cairns Re-
gional Council’s, letter at the opening of the 
exhibition 
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Italian National Day will be celebrated at the Brothers 
Leagues Club on 5th June 2010, for more information contact Frank 
Lanza at frank@franklanza.com.au  

Multi-cultural Diary  

4 April Chinese Community 
Cairns and District Chinese Assoc 
Mary Low 0406 342 703 
 

Chinese Qingming Festival 

13 April Thai Community 
Far North Buddhist Association 
Pimthong Kipper 0418 640 140 
 

Songkran Festival – Thai New Year 

14 April Sikh Community 
Gurinder Mavi 0410 662 459 
 

Sikh Khalsa Day 

20 May East Timorese Community 
The East Timorese Association in Cairns  
Antonio Pinto 0407 964 342 
 

East Timorese Independence Day 

28 May Chinese Community 
Cairns and District Chinese Assoc 
Mary Low 0406 342 703 

Chinese Dragon Boat Festival 

1 June Samoan Community 
Voice of Samoa 
Leva Rae 4041 7699 

Samoan Independence Day 

3 June Italian Community 
Italian Social & Dance Club Inc 
Luciano Codotto 4054 4258 
 

Italian Republic Day 

3 June Indigenous  Community 
Indigenous Coordination Centre 4048 8600 
 

Mabo Day 

12 June Philippine Community 
Philippines Cultural Society of Cairns 
Mila Gapas 4032 2268 

Philippines Independence Day 

16 June African Community 
Suleiman Forna 0407 552 054 

International Day of the African Child 

20 June Refugee Community 
Migrant Settlement Services 
Olive Tau Davis 4041 7699 
 

World Refugee Day 

For more information about Cairns Regional Council Sister 
Cities please contact Krystyn James, Office of the Mayor at 
k.james@cairns.qld.gov.au or telephone 07 4044 3083 
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