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SPORTS, ARTS, CULTURE & COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

10 FEBRUARY 2010 

 

8 
 
MAYORS FOR PEACE 
 
Hala Kattab: 1/3/22: 2388090 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council notes the participation in the ‘Mayors for Peace’ initiative.  
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The Mayors for Peace initiative was raised and supported by the Mayor at a recent 
Multicultural Advisory Group meeting. 
 
The Mayors for Peace, through close cooperation among the cities of the world, aims to 
raise international public awareness regarding the need to abolish nuclear weapons and 
contributes to the realisation of genuine and lasting world peace by working to eliminate 
starvation and poverty, assisting refugees fleeing local conflict, supporting human rights, 
protecting the environment and solving problems that threaten peaceful coexistence 
within the global population. 

BACKGROUND: 
 
In August 1945, atomic bombs raged the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, taking 
hundreds of thousands of lives.  Today, more than sixty years after the war, thousands 
of citizens still suffer the devastating effects of radiation and the ensuing emotional 
impact of that event.  To prevent any repetition of this tragedy, the cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki have sought to tell the world about the impact of nuclear weapons and 
have advocated for the abolition of nuclear weapons. 
 
On 24 June 1982, at the Second United Nations (UN) Special Session on disarmament 
held at the UN Headquarters in New York, the then Mayor Takeshi Araki of Hiroshima 
proposed a new initiative to promote the solidarity of cities toward the total abolition of 
nuclear weapons.  This proposal offered cities a way to transcend national borders and 
work together to advocate for nuclear abolition.  Subsequently, the Mayors of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki called on Mayors around the world to support this initiative. 
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The Mayors for Peace is composed of cities around the world that have formally 
expressed support for the initiative Mayor Araki announced in 1982.  As of 2 November 
2009, membership stood at 3,241 cities in 134 counties and regions, 55 of which are 
Australian.  Mayors for Peace is aiming to count 5,000 members during the upcoming 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in May 2010. 
 
In March 1990, Mayors for Peace was officially registered as a UN Non Government 
Organisation (NGO) related to the Department of Public Information.  In May 1991, it 
became a Category II NGO (currently called a NGO in “special consultative status”) 
registered with the Economic and Social Council. 
 
Mayors for Peace begins countdown to International Day of Peace 
 
Mayors for Peace is counting down to the International Day of Peace.  Starting at one 
hundred days on 13 June 2010, Mayors will be holding events and preparing activities 
for the International Day of Peace on 21 September 2010.  To begin the countdown, Dr 
Tadatopshi Akiba, Mayor of the City of Hiroshima and President of Mayors for Peace 
has issued a message to Mayors and citizens worldwide. 
 
The message calls on cities to observe a minute of contemplative silence at noon on 21 
September 2010.  Many cities have a tradition of observing the International Day of 
Peace.  It is hoped that this one hundred day countdown will inspire many more to 
establish their own traditions. 
 
As Mayor Akiba says in the message: “These one hundred days can be a great asset in 
preparing for the International Decade for Disarmament, 2010-20 to ensure that it is a 
decisive decade for nuclear disarmament”. 

COMMENT: 
 
Mayors for Peace promotes Cairns on an international level and provides the 
opportunity to: 
 

• become a Solidarity City, promoting solidarity of cities towards the total abolition 
of nuclear weapons. 

 
• be a city that strives to solve vital problems for the human race such as 

starvation and poverty, the plight of refugees, human rights abuses and 
environment degradation.  

 
• promote Cairns not only as a hub for tourism, but also as a city of peace that 

contributes to and strengthens existing and emerging cultures and communities. 
 
Joining Mayors for Peace 
 
In order to be a part of this initiative Council needs to submit a letter from the Mayor to 
the Conference Secretariat, stating that our city supports the aim to promote the 
solidarity of cities toward the total abolition of nuclear weapons and would like to join the 
Mayors for Peace.  A registration form can be completed online. 
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CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
Corporate and Operational Plans: 
 
1.3 Provide strong community leadership through the adoption, maintenance and 

promotion of coordinated environmental frameworks with stakeholders. 
2.1 Implement a more comprehensive and coordinated approach to community health 

and safety. 
2.4 Provide enhanced arts and cultural activities that add value to the life of residents 

and visitors alike. 
 
Statutory: 
 
Nil. 
 
Policy: 
 
Cairns Regional Council’s Cultural Diversity Policy No.1:06:17. 
 
Financial and Risk: 
 
Membership of Mayors for Peace involves no annual membership fee or any other 
financial obligation. 
 
Relevant activities such as exhibitions and conferences may require financial 
contribution.  Such contributions can be obtained by means of fundraising, grant 
applications and In Kind contributions.  
 
Sustainability: 
 
2010 is the last year of the UN International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non 
Violence.  Cairns Regional Council is the only local government in Australia to 
commemorate this initiative.  This year will mark the end of a decade of Peace Week 
celebrations and signal the beginning of the yearly celebration of the International Day 
of Peace on 21 September 2010. The Mayors for Peace participation will be sustained 
through Council’s ongoing commitment to Peace Week. 

CONSULTATION: 
 
Mayor Val Schier 
Cr Margaret Cochrane, Deputy Mayor 
Multicultural Advisory Group 

OPTIONS: 
 
That Council notes the participation in the Mayors for Peace initiative.  
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CONCLUSION: 
 
That Council participates in the Mayors for Peace initiative. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Attachment 1: Covenant of the Mayors for Peace 
Attachment 2: Overall Action Plan of the Mayors for Peace 
 
 
 
Hala Kattab 
Multicultural Planning and Development Officer 
 
 
 
Jennifer Hunter 
Manager Sports Recreation & Community Development 
 
 
 
Ian Lowth 
General Manager Community, Sport and Cultural Services 
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ATTACHMENT 1 – Covenant of the Mayors for Peace 
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ATTACHMENT 2 – Overall Action Plan of the Mayors for Peace 
 

 
 


