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ORDINARY MEETING
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7

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT DISCUSSION PAPER – ADVANCING 
CLIMATE ACTION IN QUEENSLAND: MAKING THE TRANSITION TO A 
LOW CARBON FUTURE

Michelle O’Loughlin | 8/24/18-01 | #5143861v4

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council:

1. Notes the Queensland Government’s Advancing Climate Action in 
Queensland discussion paper;

2. Notes the initiatives undertaken by Council in support of the principles 
outlined in the discussion paper; and

3. Notes that Councillors will be provided with an update following the release 
of the State Government Transition Strategy. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report provides an overview of the Queensland Government discussion paper, 
Advancing Climate Action in Queensland: Making the transition to a low carbon future
(The Paper) and notes Council’s activities as they relate to the objectives of The Paper.

The Queensland Government is seeking to reduce carbon pollution in a range of 
sectors spanning energy and electricity; housing, building and town planning; transport, 
waste management and recycling; agriculture and land management; training, trade and 
investment; and mining and resources.

Council has made significant progress towards securing a low carbon future for the 
region. Some notable achievements include:

reducing operational GHG emissions by 45 percent from 2007/2008 levels, in line 
with a 50 percent reduction target by 2020;
investment in renewable energy at its premises with 76kW of solar capacity 
currently installed and an additional 165kW scheduled in 2016/17;
participation in the Emissions Reduction Fund through the Portsmith landfill Gas 
Flaring project;
introduction of the Planning Scheme Policy on Tropical Urbanism in CairnsPlan 
2016 and provisions to encourage connectivity and accessibility between 
residential areas and places of employment, schools, shopping, services and 
recreational facilities;
extensive Active Travel program creating a network of connected bike paths for 
commuters;
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significant improvement in energy efficiency and fleet operations; and
support for climate appropriate and resource efficient homes in the region, with the 
provisions of guides and ongoing participation in the Tropical Green Building 
Network.

BACKGROUND:

Understanding and adapting to climate change is a part of the Queensland Government 
Advance Queensland agenda.  The Paper is seeking a well-managed and timely 
transition to a low-carbon, diversified and prosperous economy.

The Queensland Government recognises the need to adapt to the effects and 
opportunities of a changing climate, and to mitigate its effects through reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. It has committed to:

developing a $3 million Queensland Climate Adaptation Strategy (Q-CAS) 
expected for delivery in 2017;
implementing a $12 million Coastal Hazards Adaptation Program (CHAP) to help 
coastal communities plan and prepare for storm tide inundation, coastal erosion 
and rising sea levels;
achieving 50 percent renewable energy by 2030- A Renewable Energy Expert 
Panel has been established to develop this pathway;
one million rooftops (3000 megawatts) of solar photovoltaics (PV) installed in
Queensland by 2020;
The Solar 60 initiative, supporting up to 60 megawatts of large-scale solar 
generation in Queensland; and
introducing a requirement for Ergon Energy to purchase 150 megawatts of 
renewable energy from suppliers in regional Queensland.

The Paper also proposes that the Queensland Government:

1. Joins the Subnational Global Climate Leadership Memorandum of Understanding
(Under 2MOU), a commitment to reducing GHG emissions 80-95 per cent below 
1990 levels by 2050; and

2.  Positions the State to become a net exporter of renewable energy to other 
Australian states.  

Council has made significant progress towards securing a low carbon future for the 
region. Some notable achievements include:

reducing operational GHG emissions by 45 percent from 2007/2008 levels, in line 
with a 50 percent reduction target by 2020;
investment in renewable energy at its premises with 76kW of solar capacity 
currently installed and an additional 165kW scheduled in 2016/17;
participation in the Emissions Reduction Fund through the Portsmith landfill Gas 
Flaring project;
introduction of the Planning Scheme Policy on Tropical Urbanism in CairnsPlan
2016 and provisions to encourage connectivity and accessibility between 
residential areas and places of employment, schools, shopping, services and 
recreational facilities;
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extensive Active Travel program creating a network of connected bike paths for 
commuters;
significant improvement in energy efficiency and fleet operations; and
support for climate appropriate and resource efficient homes in the region, with the 
provisions of guides and ongoing participation in the Tropical Green Building 
Network.

COMMENT:

The Queensland Government is seeking to build a cleaner, more sustainable and 
prosperous Queensland and seeking feedback on the discussion paper Advancing 
Climate Action in Queensland: Making the transition to a low carbon future.  This 
includes how Queensland can best transition to a low carbon economy and mitigate the 
effects of climate change by supporting regional areas and local government to reduce 
carbon pollution across a range of sectors including energy and electricity; housing, 
building and town planning; transport, waste management and recycling; agriculture and 
land management; training, trade and investment; and mining and resources.

Council has undertaken and continues to undertake initiatives that support the direction 
of the Queensland Government in transitioning to a low carbon future.  Future policy 
documents including the revision of the Corporate Plan and proposed Smart City 
Strategy can provide opportunities to set strategic goals towards a more sustainable 
and prosperous Queensland in collaboration with all levels of government. 

OPTIONS:

The report is for noting.

CONSIDERATIONS:

Risk Management:

There are no risks associated with this report as it is for noting. 

Council Finance and the Local Economy:

There are no budget considerations in relation to the discussion paper.

Community and Cultural Heritage

The discussion paper places value on the health and resilience of Queensland 
communities in a changing climate. It explores pathways for improved low carbon 
lifestyles and industry.

Natural Environment

The discussion paper recognises the threats of a changing climate on Queensland’s 
biodiversity and iconic ecosystems, including the region’s World Heritage rainforests 
and Great Barrier Reef. It highlights a variety of opportunities for lowering Queensland’s 
GHG emissions to reduce this impact.
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Corporate and Operational Plans:

Strategic Goal 2.0 Economy:
A strong and sustainable regional economy that supports the growth of new and 
existing industry and business activities whilst enhancing local lifestyle and 
providing long term employment opportunities.
Strategic Goal 3.0 Environment:
A sustainable, well managed and healthy environment that provides a balance 
between built infrastructure and the conservation of our world heritage features 
and natural and cultural resources.
Strategic Goal 1.0 Community:
A vibrant, inclusive and healthy community with access to services and facilities 
which reflect its unique character, role and needs.

Statutory:

Nil.

CONSULTATION:

Consultation has occurred internally across Council departments. 

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1: Advancing Climate Action in Queensland: Making the transition to a low 
carbon future. Queensland Government. 2016. See: 
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/assets/documents/climate/advancing-
climate-action.pdf

Michelle O’Loughlin
Sustainability Officer

Peter Boyd
Manager Strategic Planning and Approvals

Kelly Reaston
General Manager Planning and Environment
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Attachment 1: Sample from Advancing Climate Action in Queensland: Making the 
transition to a low carbon future.
http://www.ehp.qld.gov.au/assets/documents/climate/advancing-climate-action.pdf
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