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ORDINARY MEETING

22 NOVEMBER 2017
4

MOVING PICTURES NIGHTS - 2017

Mark Edwards | 79/5/7-01 | #5580461

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council notes the success of the 2017 Moving Pictures Nights to date.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

This report provides a summary of the Moving Pictures Nights held across the region in 
2017 including the number of attendees and production costs for the events. 

At the time of compiling this report, approximately 2600 people have attended the six 
events that have been held this year, the report highlights the success in bringing the 
community together to celebrate and socialise in Council venues and outdoor facilities.

The operating cost of the Moving Pictures nights so far produced in 2017 is $20,395.

Letters of appreciation from organisations such as the Aloomba & Fishery Falls 
Progress Association and the Aloomba State School P&C provide clear evidence of the 
benefits the program brings to the community.

BACKGROUND:

Moving Pictures Nights are free to enter film screenings in public parks and sporting 
grounds that have been running since 2012. (Formerly called Free Movie Nights)

Movies shown are family friendly and G or PG rated. The unique operational 
requirements for the Moving Pictures Nights screenings are currently being provided by 
End Credits Film Club, who provide all the film equipment, labour and source the rights 
to screen the movies. 

This year’s events include a live musician as pre show entertainment. The musicians 
are part of Cultural Services Close Contact music development program which delivers 
career building opportunities such as workshops, performances and mentoring to the 
emerging musicians of the Cairns region.

In 2017 eleven events have been scheduled (one being a rescheduling due to rain). 
From 29 July to 4 November there have been approximately 2600 audience members. 
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Date Division Venue Movie Attendance
29/07/17 Two Bentley Park 

Fretwell Park
Pete’s dragon 700

05/08/17 Seven Trinity Bay High School
Manunda

Finding Dory 300

19/08/17 Three Khalu Park
White Rock

Finding Dory 400

16/09/17 One Robert Rossi Park
Aloomba

Trolls 400

07/10/17 Eight Wattle Street Community 
Centre
Yorkeys Knob

BFG 200

21/10/17 Three Khalu Park
White Rock

Moana Postponed

04/11/17 Six Loridan Drive Park
Brinsmead

Trolls 600

18/11/17 Three Khalu Park
White Rock

Moana

02/12/17 Nine Trinity Beach Sports Club
Trinity Beach

Trolls

09/12/17 Four Shang Park
Mooroobool

TBC

16/12/17 One Norman Park
Gordonvale

Muppets Christmas 
Carol

COMMENT:

Community events such as these provide free activities for the whole family within 
walking distance or a short drive from home, nurture creative industries, promote 
healthy communities and enable promotion of Council events and initiatives through 
pre-screening advertising. 

It should also be noted that the Moving Pictures Nights provide an opportunity for 
community groups and clubs to fundraise and at the same time provide a platform for 
Councillors to engage with the local community.

Letters of appreciation from organisations such as the Aloomba & Fishery Falls 
Progress Association highlights the impact this type of event can have on a small 
community. The event brought in visitors from outside of the area, reengaged 
community with an underutilised park, raised funds for the local school and created new 
arts and cultural experiences for the local people. 

OPTIONS:

Option 1: That Council notes the success of the 2017 Moving Pictures Nights. 

Option 2: That Council requests further information in regards to the Moving Pictures 
Nights.
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CONSIDERATIONS:

Risk Management:

In order to mitigate risk in line with wet weather cancellations, event cancellation 
guidelines have been created. Strategies include:

In the event of a forecast from the BOM of potential inclement weather, End 
Credits and the Council officer will meet on site mid-afternoon and in consultation
with the Divisional Councillor, will consider the need for a cancellation.
Confirmation notification of cancellation decision:
o Divisional Councillor 
o Vendors and community groups
o Council’s Media Coordinator
o Council’s Customer Service 
Facebook post will be made on Cultural Services page.
Two core flute cancellation signs will be placed at the venue.
The Council mobile phone which is listed on all promotional material for event 
updates will be monitored.

If there is a very high chance of inclement weather, the event may be cancelled on the 
Friday with no staff needed onsite on Saturday.

Council Finance and the Local Economy:

The operating costs of the Moving Pictures nights were included in the 2017/18 budget; 
expenditure is currently tracking within budget.

Should a moving pictures night be cancelled there is no contractual requirement from 
Council to make payment to End Credits Film Club for movie royalties or screening 
equipment.  There may be a small charge towards labour for a staff member to be on 
site to make informed decisions around the cancellation as per the risk management 
strategy.

Community and Cultural Heritage:

The events engage the community with their local recreational areas and clubs, provide 
fundraising opportunities for not for profit organisations, create employment 
opportunities for the arts and cultural sector, promote Council initiatives, foster 
community spirit and add to Councils annual calendar of events across the region.

Natural Environment:

Moving Pictures Nights encourage the community to appreciate both the man-made and 
natural environments of their suburb and the wider region for those community 
members who travel from other areas. Council’s recycling promotional videos are 
played before the movie screening and event staff ensures all rubbish and recycling is 
removed at the end of the event.
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Corporate and Operational Plans:

The community movie nights meet the strategic goals of Council’s Corporate Plan

1. Economy
Deliver events, activities and performances that bring economic and social 
benefits to the community

3. Liveability
Maintain the regions relaxed nature.

4. Community & Culture
Support a rich and diverse culture through accessible public facilities and 
community initiatives.
Build vibrancy through community events and activities
Support social and community groups

5. Serving the Community
Deliver best value customer service to the community.
Collaborate and build working partnerships between community and 
government to plan and deliver better services

Policy:

Arts and Culture Policy 

To be a more vibrant, progressive and collaborative community, working together to 
achieve greater local, national and international recognition for the unique and culturally 
diverse artistic excellence of our region and its distinctive, tropical lifestyle

CONSULTATION:

Councillors engage with community through social media and face-to-face discussions 
about the events. Not for profit groups, schools and sporting clubs are involved with the 
decision making for event venues, movies and fundraising opportunities.

Linda Kirchner
General Manager Community Sport and Cultural Services
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