
22 

Agenda – Ordinary Meeting 28 April 2011 - #3137811 

 

ORDINARY MEETING 

28 APRIL 2011 

 

3 
 
RESPONSE TO DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATION – OFFICE OF LIQUOR & GAMING 
REGULATION – APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF TRADING HOURS 
FOR ZEN BAR & TAPAS, LOCATED AT 29-31 SPENCE STREET, CAIRNS 
- DIVISION 5. 
 
Kelly Barnes: 8/20/6-10: #3127877 

RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That the applicant and the Department of Employment, Economic Development 
and Innovation be advised that Council does not object to the application for an 
Extended Trading Hours (Permanent) for Zen Bar & Tapas, Cairns located at 29-31 
Spence Street and described as Lot 105 C19835 subject to the inclusion of the 
following conditions: 
 
1. The Venue is to ensure that: 
 
 a. the presence of properly uniformed and licensed crowd controllers; 
 
 b. a crowd controller supervising the dispersal of patrons up to one hour 

after closure of the venue; 
 
 c. responsible service and responsible promotion of alcohol standards are 

met; 
 
 d. staff to have completed Responsible Service of Alcohol course (within 

one month of employment); 
 
 e. taxi and emergency numbers to be prominently displayed and access to 

a house or public telephone provided; 
 
 f. the licensee is attentive to cleaning requirements in the vicinity of the 

venue (i.e. within 400 metres);and 
 
 g. permanent approval of the application is subject to two six (6) month 

trials to cover all seasons within one year. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
 
ZEN BAR & TAPAS – APPLICATION FOR EXTENDED TRADING HOURS 
 
An application has been submitted for Zen Bar & Tapas and described as Lot 105 
C19835.  A copy of the application is attached as Attachment 1. 
 
Type of Licence – Commercial Other (Subsidiary on Premises) Licence 
 
Current Hours of Operation 10:00am to 12 midnight – Monday to Sunday 
 
Proposed Hours of Operation 10:00am to 12 midnight – Sunday to Thursday 
      10:00am to 2:00am – Friday to Saturday 
     
Planning Scheme Requirements 
 
The land is included within the City Centre Planning Area. There are no Planning 
concerns with regard to the approved use on the site. An inspection of the site indicated 
that the predominate use on the site is for a restaurant. 
 
General Policy – Liquor Licensing 
 
The proposed trading hours are consistent with Council’s General Policy – Liquor 
Licensing No.1:04:14. 
 
Council may support extended trading hours where premises are contained in 
concentrated areas of “entertainment” activity.  These areas are shown in the plan 
attached as Attachment 2.  The plan reflects those streets in the Cairns CBD where 
activity beyond 12:00 midnight is considered appropriate for the following reasons: 
 
● the areas attract a high number of tourists of varying backgrounds; 
● the extended hours provide activities for tourists and residents to complement the 

daytime activities the Regional offers; 
● the extended hours encourage consolidated precincts of economic and 

entertainment activity on the tourist areas; and 
● the areas ensure that appropriate opportunity for entertainment and economic 

activity is afforded by this policy. 
 
 
General Comments 
 
Council requires all licensed venues that trade beyond12:00 midnight to include special 
conditions to ensure any impact on community safety and local amenity is minimised. 
 
While the Liquor Licensing Division requires a Risk Assessed Management Plan of the 
licence holder, Council has identified a number of preferred management conditions for 
all licensed venues trading after 12:00 midnight.  These include: 
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 ● the presence of properly uniformed and licensed crowd controllers; 
 
 ● a crowd controller supervising the dispersal of patrons up to one hour after 

closure of the venue; 
 
 ● responsible service and responsible promotion of alcohol standards are met; 
 
 ● staff to have completed Responsible Service of Alcohol course (within one 

month of employment); 
 
 ● taxi and emergency numbers to be prominently displayed and access to a 

house or public telephone provided; 
 
 ● licencee attentive to cleaning requirements in the vicinity of the venue (i.e. 

within 400 metres); 
 
 ● permanent approval of the application is subject to two six (6) month trials to 

cover all seasons within one year; and 
 
The inclusion of these conditions forms part of the Recommendation. 
 
Discussion/Comments 
 
Comments in relation to the proposed Liquor Licence were received from the Divisional 
Councillor, Council’s Safe Communities Coordinator and Environmental Health Officer.   
  
Divisional Councillor   
 
The Divisional Councillor was forwarded the request and no additional comments were 
received. 
 
Council’s Safe Communities Coordinator 
 
The request for comment was forwarded to the Safe Communities’ Coordinator to 
provide comments on behalf of Community & Cultural Development.  
 
"The Community Safety Officer supports the application provided that Responsible 
Service of Alcohol & Responsible Promotion of Alcohol standards are met." 
 
Environmental Health Officer 
 
The Public Health Unit has assessed this application and offers no objection or 
concerns with the proposal, on the condition that the operators have obtained a licence 
to sell food associated with the liquor licensing conditions. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Application – Zen Bar & Tapas – Extension of Trading Hours.  
2. Map of Areas supported for Extended Hours. 
 
 
 
Kelly Barnes 
Planning Officer 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Reaston  
Manager Development Assessment 
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APPENDIX 1 
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APPENDIX 2 – Areas for Supported Extended Hours 

 


