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COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

11 JUNE 2014
5

CAIRNS AMATEURS BALL

Malcolm Robertson | 1/59/13-01 | #4377322

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that Council:

a) Approves the proposed hire of Fogarty Park by the Far North Queensland 
Amateur Turf Club for the Cairns Amateurs’ Ball; 

b) Approves the conduct of the annual Cairns Amateurs’ Ball until 12 midnight 
and extension of approved noise levels for that period; and

c) Delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer, in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2009 to finalise any and all matters in relation to 
above actions.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club wish to host the annual Amateurs’ Ball on 
the Cairns Esplanade at Fogarty Park.

Last year the FNQ Amateur Turf Club received approval to hold the event at the 
Esplanade Lagoon to realise their vision for a waterfront location to showcase the best 
of Cairns.

To allow wet weather contingency and to utilise existing purpose-built stage 
infrastructure, FNQ Amateur Turf Club’s preference is now to use Fogarty Park.
Recurrent approval is sought to allow business continuity planning. As an exclusive 
ticketed event, commercial fees would be applicable.

Impacts on community and visitors will be reduced by removing the event from the 
Lagoon precinct.

BACKGROUND:

Council resolved in February 2013 to support the commercial hire of the Esplanade 
Lagoon precinct by the Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club for the Cairns 
Amateurs’ Ball. Approval was granted for the event to run until 12 midnight on Friday 6
September 2013 and included closure to the public of the Esplanade Lagoon and the 
associated Lagoon public amenities.

The organisers sought a venue that they believed would complement and enhance the 
stature of the event. The stated preference was for a waterfront location that could
showcase the best of Cairns. The organisers believed that the Esplanade Lagoon 
precinct was the ideal location.
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In order to facilitate the 2013 event it was necessary to restrict public access. On the 
event day the Esplanade Lagoon was closed to the public from 4:00pm, with all 
amenities closed to the public from 5:00pm. Sections of the Lagoon parklands were
closed to the public in the days leading up to the event to allow installation of 
infrastructure.

The 2013 Amateurs’ Ball ran smoothly with no major issues other than the weather. On 
the evening there were consistent heavy downpours that impacted on the overall quality 
of the event.

COMMENT:

The Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club have again approached Council seeking 
to host this year’s Amateurs’ Ball within the Esplanade precinct. It is proposed that for 
future years the event be held at Fogarty Park. To allow for business continuity planning 
the Amateur Turf Club have further requested that a recurrent approval is provided. 

Due to the weather-related issues experienced last year, the ability to have a backup 
wet weather option for the event is essential. The organiser’s wet weather plan is to 
utilise a large marquee. The Amateur Turf Club advise that the size of marquee required
does not allow the event to be held at the Lagoon location. Fogarty Park has the ability 
to accommodate the required large marquee.

The location change to Fogarty Park is a major shift away from the original intent to hold 
the event at a waterfront location, however it removes the impact to Lagoon operations 
and amenities that occurred last year. The change also removes the limitations on 
community access to the Lagoon during the event and bump in/bump out stages. The 
location change will also result in significant cost savings for the organisers as they are 
able to utilise the existing purpose built stage.

Fogarty Park was designed to accommodate major concert events. Location of the 
facility within the CBD is seen as positive because of existing transport infrastructure, 
accommodation, restaurants, hotels and emergency medical facilities. Council
Esplanade Management Policy has been developed to ensure that the impact on local 
residents and businesses is managed. Council Local Laws include provisions to 
regulate outdoor concert volumes on the Cairns Esplanade.

Outdoor concerts on the Cairns Esplanade are currently restricted to no later than 
10:00pm at night. Any decision to extend a concert beyond this time has potential to 
impact a wide number of accommodation houses in close proximity and cannot be 
taken lightly. Any decision to extend an outdoor concert later than 10:00pm requires 
specific Council resolution. The only exception to this is the annual New Year’s Eve 
concert on the Cairns Esplanade, which has ongoing approval under the Policy.

Council Fees and Charges Rates for Venue Hire recognise a full cost recovery 
Commercial Rate.  Cairns Esplanade Management Policy defines a commercial event 
as any event or activity which is exclusive and/or tickets are purchased for entry. For 
this reason commercial fees will be applied as occurred last year.

The only alternate location on Cairns Esplanade that would accommodate the required 
marquee is the northern events lawn, directly opposite Cairns Base Hospital.
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OPTIONS:

Option 1: (Recommended): That Council:

a) Approves the proposed hire of Fogarty Park by the Far North Queensland 
Amateur Turf Club for the Cairns Amateurs’ Ball; 

b) Approves the conduct of the annual Cairns Amateurs’ Ball until 12 midnight and 
extension of approved noise levels for that period; and

c) Delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer, in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 2009 to finalise any and all matters in relation to above actions.

Option 2:

a) Approves the proposed recurrent commercial hire of Fogarty Park by the Far North 
Queensland Amateur Turf Club for the Cairns Amateurs’ Ball for a period of three 
years inclusive;

b) Approves the conduct of the annual Cairns Amateurs’ Ball until 12:00 midnight and 
the extension of approved noise levels for this time; and

c) Delegates authority to the Chief Executive Officer, in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 2009 to finalise any and all matters in relation to above actions.

Option 3:

That Council does not support the proposed commercial hire of the Esplanade precinct,
Fogarty Park, by the Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club, however would offer 
previously used locations including the Lagoon or Tobruk Pool.

CONSIDERATIONS:

Risk Management:
Council’s standard venue hire and event licensing process will be undertaken via the 
City Venues unit. Aspects such as insurances, health food licensing, liquor licensing, 
event risk management etc. will be considered through this process.

Financial:
Initial discussions indicate Council fees of around $5,848 would be received for the 
venue and equipment hire.  As an exclusive ticketed event, full cost recovery is sought.

Corporate and Operational Plans:
Corporate Goal 1.4.1: Support cultural agencies and events organisers in coordinating, 
developing and improving arts, cultural and recreational events that have the capacity to 
enrich our communities. 

Statutory:
The Cairns Esplanade is Trust land in accordance with the provisions of the Land Act 
1994. Applications for approval under Local Law Licence constitute a secondary use 
trustee permit under the Land Act 1994.
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Policy:
Esplanade Management General Policy 1:06:03 applies. The Policy requires that 
Council approval be sought for the conduct of an open air concert later than 10:00pm. 
While not an open air concert as such, the Amateurs’ Ball will include amplified live 
music performance. 

CONSULTATION:

The Deputy Mayor and CEO have personally consulted with key stakeholders in the 
Fogarty Park precinct to discuss this proposal.

The Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club advises that they have consulted with 
Queensland Police and Liquor Licensing officers.

Previous consideration of impacts on Fogarty Park as a major city centre entertainment 
facility was made in a report to Council in October 2010. This report included extensive 
consultation with stakeholders in the Esplanade precinct.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1: Request from Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club for use of 
Fogarty Park.

Attachment 2:  Esplanade Management General Policy 1:06:03

Malcolm Robertson
Coordinator City Leisure Venues

Brett Spencer
Manager Parks and Leisure

Kerrie Still
Acting GM Community Sport and Cultural Services
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Attachment 1. Request from Far North Queensland Amateur Turf Club for use of 
Fogarty Park
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Attachment 2:  Esplanade Management General Policy 1:06:03
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