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CITIES POWER PARTNERSHIP

M O’Loughlin | 8/24/18-01 | #5594415

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council joins the Cities Power Partnership.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

Cairns Regional Council has been invited to participate in the Cities Power Partnership
led by The Climate Council of Australia.  The national program aims to accelerate, 
celebrate and promote local government successes in achieving emission reductions 
and transitioning towards clean energy. 

The CPP involves pledging to actions which advance these outcomes, many of which 
support Council’s strategic direction. The eight recommended pledges are:

Provide adequate cycle lanes and support cyclists with parking and end-of-trip 
facilities;

New developments maximise public and active transport use;

Council fleet purchases meet efficiency requirements;

Implement an education and behaviour change program for council officers, 
residents and businesses to support renewable energy, energy efficiency and
sustainable transport;

Roll out energy efficient lighting;

Support best practice energy efficiency measures across council buildings and
community facilities and;

Maximise renewable energy on Council buildings and facilities.

These programs are already underway across the organisation in established programs. 
The CPP provides a platform for Council to showcase this work alongside 70 other local 
governments across Australia, bringing additional recognition and knowledge sharing 
benefits.
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BACKGROUND:

Council has been invited to participate in the Cities Power Partnership (CPP, The 
Partnership) led by The Climate Council of Australia. The Climate Council, formerly the 
Australian Government Climate Commission is a renewable energy and climate change 
policy communications body made up of expert scientists and business leaders.

The CPP is a national program designed to “accelerate, celebrate and promote local 
government successes in achieving emission reductions and clean energy”. The 
program involves local governments selecting specific pledges from the program across 
transport, advocacy, energy efficiency and renewable energy. Councils provide 6 
monthly updates on their progress and are buddied with two other councils from 
intrastate and interstate. The Climate Council profiles council successes, provides far 
reaching promotion, expert advice where requested, an energy management tool and 
delivers a national awards program. The CPP is expected to run for a minimum of three 
years and is a no-cost program.

Since July 2017, 70 local governments across Australia have joined The CPP and 550 
media stories have been generated on their various successes. 

COMMENT:

With significant investment in renewable energy, energy efficiency and support for 
community sustainability programs, and as the 15th most populated city in Australia, it is 
fitting that Council is featured on the CPP platform, alongside leading cities embracing 
smart city principles.

This is highlighted through the recommended pledge items below: 

Cities Power Partnership Pledge Council Projects Underway
Provide adequate cycle lanes and support 
cyclists with parking and end-of- trip 
facilities.

Cairns Cycling and Walking Strategy 
and associated works.

New developments maximise public and 
active transport. 

Cairns Plan 2016 end of trip facility 
requirements for larger developments.

Council fleet purchases meet efficiency 
requirements.

Energy and Emissions Management 
Policy
Procurement Policy, value for money 
objective 

Implement an education and behaviour 
change program for council officers, 
residents and businesses to support 
renewable energy, energy efficiency and 
sustainable transport.

Staff sustainability inductions
Annual program of sustainability events  
(ECOfiesta, Ride 2 Work Day, 
Sustainable House Day etc.)
Community Sustainability Grants
Sustainability education for community 
and business
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Cities Power Partnership Pledge Council Projects Underway
Roll out energy efficient lighting. CBD LED Lighting, Suburban LED 

Lighting and Traffic Signal LED Lantern 
programs.

Support best practice energy efficiency 
measures across council buildings and
community facilities.

Minimum Energy and Performance 
Standards 
Energy and Emissions Management 
Policy

Maximise renewable energy on Council 
buildings and facilities.

Energy Management Plan

Council is well positioned to harness the promotion of this work through The CPP and 
benefit from knowledge sharing with a range of local governments of different sizes, 
skills and experiences on clean energy and efficiency projects. Should Council proceed, 
Councillors will be provided with six-monthly updates on its progress on the pledges and 
that of other local governments or ‘power partners’.

The CPP outlines an additional 25 pledge items which local governments may consider.

OPTIONS:

1. Council endorses joining the Cities Power Partnership and the recommended 
pledge actions.

OR

2. Council does not endorse joining the Cities Power Partnership.

CONSIDERATIONS:

Risk Management:

The Climate Council is an independent communications body which presents far-
reaching information and there may be some risk that Council’s position on state or 
federal matters may be assumed through association. This will be managed through 
review of promotional content prior to publication by a designated representative from 
Marketing and Communications.

Council Finance and the Local Economy:

The CPP is a no cost program. All projects described are provided for in existing 
budgets. Any pipeline projects or additional actions undertaken would be considered 
through established processes and on a value for money basis.
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Joining the CPP may send a signal to the visiting domestic market that Cairns is a 
flourishing eco-tourism destination, with a proactive local government committed to
reducing its environmental impact on the world recognised natural assets on its 
doorstep. 

Community and Cultural Heritage:

Investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy can present cost-saving 
opportunities for Council so that it can better serve the community through its programs 
and initiatives. Sustainability events and projects relating to active travel also build 
vibrancy and directly contribute to community liveability outcomes.

The CPP is a tool for Council to communicate its work in this space to the 23% of Our 
Cairns respondents who consider the region’s future strengths as having “clean air and 
waterways, sustainable energy and waste resource recovery”.

Natural Environment:

The Wet Tropics Bioregion is particularly susceptible to emerging changes in climate, 
with expected declines in biodiversity for terrestrial and marine ecosystems (including 
fringing reefs), exacerbating pressures (such as pest species impacts) and changes to 
habitat (affecting the range of high habitat speciality species, with some endemic 
species at risk of extinction). This presents varied changes to the function of these eco-
systems and the various realised and as yet, unrealised services they provide.

Decreased greenhouse gas emissions are necessary for Australia to meet its 
commitment to the global Paris Agreement - to keep global temperature rise well below 
2 degrees Celsius by the end of the century. Council’s investment in renewable energy 
and reduced consumption of fossil fuels contributes to this target.

Corporate and Operational Plans:

The CPP showcases initiatives advancing Council’s Natural Assets corporate goal, to:

Value and protect Cairns pristine natural environment
Make better use of our natural resources
Grow renewable energy sources
Maintain clean air, water and waste

Statutory:

There are no statutory considerations with joining the CPP.

Policy:

The CPP aligns with the following general policies,

Corporate Sustainability Policy
Energy and Emissions Policy
Procurement Policy
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CONSULTATION:

Consultation has occurred with the Executive Team and relevant project detail provided 
by Strategic Planning, Infrastructure Planning and Procurement.

Michelle O’Loughlin
Sustainability Officer

Kelly Reaston
General Manager Planning and Environment
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